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INTRODUCTION. 



i 



Tub Colony of South Australia has never been without oppo- 
nents ; but these have, for the most paii, been anonymous news- 
paper correspondcntSi or impersonal editors of the periodical 
press. Mr. James, the author of ** Six Months m South 
Australia/' is the first person who, having been In the colony, 
has written against it, giving his name as a voucher for the 
truth of his statements. From the day when his intended pub- 
lication was heralded bv a lon^ quotation in the Time$ from its 
unpublished pages, to that of its apjpearance, expectation was 
on tiptoe ; and every one who felt the least interest in South 
Australia was curious to know what this '^eye-witness" might 
have to say about it. We confess we had our suspicions when 
we found that hU narrative of his residence therein was to 
be associated \\ith ''some account" of the other Australian 
colonics.^ We concluded, however, that he would at least fur- 
nish the public with some new and interesting accounts of the 
aboriginal inhabitants and of the natural "product'ons of th6 
soil. But all that he tells us about tlie former, and that inci- 
dentally, is, that they were " stark naked ;^' while as to the 
latter he says, page 137, " A eooU deal has been said by thoi too 
sanguine irienda of the Colony living in England about the 
natural productions of South Australia ; but, had thev seen the 
country they were so delighted to converse about, they would 
have been satisfied to pass over this section in silence**-^and 
there he leaves us just a? vnse as before 1 And this b what he 
calls in his preface '' a short ahd familiar, rather than a full and 
laboured account of the phice, its precious productions," ice. 

Tl:e work is written in a loose and flippant style. It is neither 
divided into regular chapters or sections, nor are the author*a 
remarks on any one subject continuous, but dispersed and dis- 

1'ointed, so as almost to oblige tfie reader to compile an index for 
dmself if he would arrive at the meaning, or estimate the extent 



* «< SIk MoBlbi la aoQlh AutUiUa | with mmm A<eotst of Port Pliillp abd Poitltad 
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of the information communicated. For instance, Mr. James 
begim with a description of the passage out, the etiquette to be 

' observed on boardy&c; and then, on frage 173| we find an 
article headed ''the voyage out:'* his ** impressions on landing*' 

. are placed ajier his description of the cotintryi its climatCi soil, 
kc. ; and he interjects scraps and theories about the adjacent 
coloniesi until one :s apt to imagine oneeeirelbowed by a convict, 
or in danger of being murdered by a party of bush-rangers ! 

Mr. James's aspersions of South Australia being thus scattered 
through his book, it is impossible, as the Souih Australian 
Record justly observes, ''to meet categorically all the charges 
which it is meant to convey againit the colony { indeed, the mm 
of the writer seems to have been rather to avoid the responsi- 
bility of direct and definite charges, and to effect his insidious 
object of deterring settlers from the province (for it is useless to 
affect blindness to his real intention, though his motives are 
beyond conjecture), by means of a general tone of depreciation/' 
If Mr. James flattered himself that by this mode of^ dealing he 
should conceal the* discrepancy of his statements, he will find 
out his mistake ; for we have made it our business to bring them 
into comparison, and to trac^i him through all his sinuous wind* 
ings, that the public may see how discordant and «:ven contra* 
dictory they are. 

**At first glance,*' »»ays the editor of the South Amtraban 
Record f "we feared the book might do harm, that it mi^ht 
retard the progress of colonization by alarming or disgusting 

* emigrants ; but on closer examination our fears were dissipated : 
the poison of invidious detraction carries its own bane with if, 
in the palpable evidence of its nnhealtby nature. The meat 
casual reaaer of the book, who has any acquaintance with the 
•ubjSkct, and does not read print with the suDmissive deference 

^ of k child, merely because it ill prini, will at once perceive 
the inconsistencies, the spirit of misrepreseiStation, and thi^ 
tncaoacity of the writer* Out of his own mouth will lie be 
eonaemned.^' 
, To that oon4amnation we now address onnetves. 
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AN EXPOSURE, Etc. 



** Six Moiiibi in Snuth Australia/' quotb Mr. James to his publisher^ 
*' will be a very taking title ;" and so, undoubtedly^ it is : and, although 
not quite in accordance with truth, it appears to have been deertied by 
them both so imposing^ as to be worth the risk of detection. Never* 
theieis, Mr. James assures us, *m his Preface, that his obtect was 
*' neither fame nor profit,*^ * • 

Let not the purcna^rs of Mr. James's book suppose that tiiey ttre 
buying *' six months'* of hit experience and observation in the new 
colony. No such thing. For a reason that wilt hereafter appear 
(unlike all other writers of voyages and travels), he omits all mention 
of when and by what means he reached the country about which he 
v^rites. But we can supply the omission. He arrived at Port Adelaide 
by the bri^; Siren, on the 19th of January, 1838; and left that port 
for £n!|land, vid Launcefrtou, by the True Love^ on the 4th of May 
following : so that he was only three months and a half ^ instead of 
*' six," in the colony i And yet, in a chapter which he entitles " Con- 
clusion," page 205, with the coolest impudence imaginable, he says : 
** Upon the whole, then, after a residence of $ix months in South 
AvstroUa,** jrc. But, 

" If bad bcgittt, there *• worse reintiDi behind." ^ 

The volume opens under an illustOQ. Mr. James wishes his readers 
to infer that he went to the colony direct from England ; and hence, 
lie saye (page ?), ** The be*t ships always sail from London to our 
Eastern colonies ; and, were /going out again to the colony, I should 
never think of embarking at Liverpool, or any other out-port, but 
decidedly from London.*' Again : on page \^% we have, the rollowiog 
repetition of the same expression. '* The best thinp^," says he, " any 
perHOD can do, before going out to the new colony, is, to go and agree 
with the company in Bishopsgate-etreet, to rent a section of 134 acres, 
ti 15t per annum, or half a section« at 8/. per aiinum. ^ This is wbu 
/ shoula doi in preference to buying, were I going o%t again/* . Else- 
where he gives an ansusing desci-iption of the routine on board ship, ' 
and (page 173) of *' the voyoce out ;" but it utiwittingiy comes out, 
on page 37, that he went to the colony, not from England, b>itfroin 
Sydney. ''Coming," says bet '* as the author did, from New South 
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Wales ^, where there are few besides convict senrants, it [the practice 
of overseers sitting down at table with their masters] struck htm as 
equally strange and praiseworthy !** 

But this :s venial^ compared with many of the contradictions that 
the volume contains. No sooner Is our author fairly landed* '* with- 
out the loss of either life or limb/' although, according to his own 
account, frequently sticking fast In the mod* than he begins to ridicule 
the port. •< This/' he etclatms, << is Port Adelaide ! Port Misery 
ivould be a better name ; for nothing in any tiart of the world can 
surpass it, in everything that is wretched ana inconvenient/* He 
elsewhere describes its entrance as ^' a muddy creek'*—'' a narrow 
ditch*' (only imagine, gentle reader, ships of 400 and 600 tons burthen 
•ailing up ** a narrow dirty ditch !**) — the shore he calls ** an unioha* 
bitable swamp" (it is not a ''swamp," and it is not only not " unin* 
habitable/' but is inhabited), and the port *' a horrid hole ;** and the 
new comers he represents as being ** fille-l with feuUngs of nhame ai*H 
disappointment at being $o taken tn." 

It is not our intention to follow Mr. Jamec through all his flights 
of fancy, or to reply to the " florid descriptions of the country or 
climate** with which his work is plentifully interlarded ; bist to grapple 
with his pretended '*dry and simple detail of facts ;** and, therefore, 
we will give him the benefit of hia figures of speech, contenting our«> 
■elves with more tangible matter* Mr. James's first murmur of com* 
plaint, as we have already seen, is against the harbour; but ere we 
reply to his surly and silly mutterings, we must remind him that he 
lias a very short memory, or is grossly deficient in arithmetical com- 
putation. On one page he declares that the new province has only 
three harbours, and in the next he makes out n fourth. Here are hie 
words: — 

** Sjath AMtrartt eta b<Mit of btTing ** Th9 0mly Hhtr hurboar wcirtli aMo* 
MM oT the finest harboait in the wtM — fiooiw ia the colooy k Pdrt Adelt ide."— 
the herboor of Port Uocolo. ^ ^ Thoosh pege 10. 
pneientDg a eet-ooetf of l,S00 miles la 
•ztent, then mr§ oelv lure aihjr herbovrt et 
present known threnghont the whole fNo* 
▼i'lce: vis. Nepetn Bay, ia Ktngtreo 
Island, and Victor Uarbonr, ia Eficottnter 
Bay.'*— pages 8, 9. 

Let us now hear all he has to say against Port Adelaide. On 
page 10, then, we read as follows :— * 

" The only other harixmr woith nestiontiig in the oolony is Port Adelaide, which is 
wen enough for anall vessels, Mfin the/ sie inside, being aecnre from accident ; bol,ia' 
uijr other ie»p6cl« it is totally nnlt for general pnrneses of commerce, and will never 
coaM to any thing, as lA amoant of etpenditnre oould make it available, eicept for the 
little tf^fiing domestic trade ia BMngrave ashe^, for the fntnn aoap-makera el the colony. 



* «< A hnrsel a hoiael my kiD|dom fer a horael** exelaimc<i Richatd'the Thiid, 
when giving battle on Bosworth lield ; and ao said onr hero, whvn meditating hit 
mtploratofy tout from 8ydn^. Booted and smirted. off he'set ; and at pa ja 175, H jif.^ 
hs narrates the aoeonat of hia " ride of ais biodted milea from Sydney to Mdbirarnei 
thraogh the district of lUawarta.*' From Pen Philip la look ship toliannccatott and 
thence per Sirm to Adelaide^ where, es the reader is already apprised, he arrived oa 
the 10th of Jannary, 1838; and yet hi larice declsi^a that ha went to the cdoa? 
dif^ftomEoglaadll 
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WiHiouteven tho^ 6rst recittisitet of wood and watery and without even balljsl, hoir 
can It be expected to ftucceeil \ Tbif p1ac2 can only be look(>d upon at a mere make** 
afeiP. ht the prctent* till Port 1/iocoln and Victor Harbour shall be etUblished," 

No\\% in tb!& paragrapli^ four things are afBrmed of Port Adelaide : 
first, that, sniatl vessels excepted, it is totally unfit for the general 
purpo'ies of commerce ; secondly, that it is incapable of improvement ; 
thirdly, that it is destitute of wood, water, and ballast ; and, fourthly 
and lastly, that it ought only to be tolerated until it can be superseded 
by the opening of Port Lincoln and Victor Harbour. Let us examine 
each of these objections. 

In reply to the first, it may be aufiicient to state, that vessels of 
400 anrl even 500 tons burthen have entered the harbour of Port 
Adelaiiie in safety ; and Captain Hindmarsh, the ex-governor, has 
stated, that he would not have hesitated to take in H.M.S. the Buffalo^ 
of about 700 tons burthen. Lieut. Field, R.N., in a letter to Mr. Bar* 
row, dat'^d Port Adelaide, South Australia, June 26, 1838, (we qttote 
from the transactions of the Royal Geographical Society,) speaking 
of the capabilities of Por^ Adelaide, states, that at the moment of 
his writiitg, twelve vessels, thrte of them of 600 tons burthen^, were lying 
in the port ; and the Sonthern, Australian^ of July 28th, announces 
that the Emerald Isle^ a fine vess^J of 510 tons burthen, and drawing 
fifteen and a half teet water, had just entered the port. 

Secondly, Port Adelaide, au the reader is probably aware, isabar* 
harbour; so are the port of Bristol* and those of Qiasgow, Liverpool, 
Newcastle, and others; but who finds fault with any of them ? Port 
Adelaide is, liesides, subject to an irregular flow of the tides ; but 
these can now be pretty nearly reckoned upon by the observation of 
the harbour-moster, and therefore no danger to the shipping need be 
apprehended, nor any inconvenience to passe(f|^fii landing* Unless, , 
indeed, they persist in going on shore ai low water ; and then they 
roust not expect to pass drysbod any more than Mr. James and his 
party who bad to carry their *' new shoes and silk stockings** (save 
the mark!), and, after all, not only '* stuck fast*' in the mud, but 
** suffered considerably by fallmg down *' in it 1 But to say that the 
Port '^ is totally unfit for general puinoses of commerce," and that - 
*' no amount of expenditure would roaice it available,** are rash and 
untenable assertions. 

The entrance is already buoyed down, and a mud-barge has been 
sent out by the commissioners ; but to make it every thi;ig that could 
be desired^ a few good jetties or landing places, which would pro* 
bablv cost a few thousand pounds, shoulJ be constructed ; and it 
has been suggestf^d by several experienced captains^ that a steam-tug 
ought to be provided, to assist vesffcls in entering and leaving the 
harbour^ and in getting up and down between the bar and the place 
of discharge in blowing weather. But the testimonies of the captatni 
aliuded to ar^ so recent and so much to the purpose^ that we shall 
subjoin a portion oi theta* The first is addressed tothe Editor of the- 
Southern Australian, atid ti ai follows :•— \' ' 

« Port AdelsidtrMy IMSdC. 
*' TIfS pciccVtir forai sad chsnictir of I^ert Add^ds aie Midi, tlist. Mat deltyt to . 
iliips trs likely to oceor betirscn the bsr and tais f^adingplsos t sod, slihiNigii thk 
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h^rhmtr k 9rf$ §md h)u lAt HfuUHufir Mng Mnilt m €tmmedi»mi ptoet if itmkmt fiit 
•llpf iiiiifr 600 imif ftjNrtA«fi, it it a qofitioc of graat iraportince to owuff» tod eon- 
ntndeit of vHiie'4> that titnA tbould not bo unnceeiMrily tpent after tho arrival of 
ven«)l| onttl tboy eommeoco to din bargo, ur lietweeo their dUcbar)^ acd jjolog to eta* 
Tbeto dolaytf .aodcooMqotnt loettt to the owDori, woald btvo boen obviated, tf then 
Ind been a iteam*tag, for tho oat of whichf both iii tntoriDg aod ieatiog the bivboorf 
I M aatis6ed, ovtr^f master of a vtasol would bo ««iU!og to p^iy a tutn, which, eonii* 
dofiog the trade likely to be earried oo here, would amply remunerate theconmiuiooari 
Ibr tbo outlay. (Sif ned) J. MoaDAVNTp Master of the ship Conlcm/' 

The next ii •ddressed to Ctptatn Mordaant* ^ 

•« Port Adelaide, Sn\s 11, 1838. 
DxAE Sit »•— Having boeo ftvoored by ywi with tho tight of a Httr addressed to 
tho Editor of tho Sa^tkem Australitnf we dm to thank yon for ezpreM«i(r fcoclearlv oor 
tontimoDta apon the tobjeet in qoestioo* ftf r« i$ no dvuU that f Jb« r m > K eavabU ^ 
Mng modi a moil ntft nnd commediouiharhnur} but it i$ gnential that facilitift ihoM b§ 
tfmid It umUfinUrinf and Uwing it» 

(Signed) *' Jont llk%r. Com. Ship Henry Pardur. 
'• W. D. CcMV, Com. Ship Edin. 
** Roamar Laiko. Cum. Brig Gmhatrk» 
** Atas. jANetOK, Com* Ship Trutty, 
" To Capt. Mordanot, Ship Canim," 

. But, tliirdW, says Mr, James, Port Adelaide is destitute of woodi 
water, and ballast. JNow, there ii wood at the Pott, (if of no other 
kinds, the *' odious mangrofe trees,*' with which, our florid author 
acknowledges, the ** narrow dirty ditch ^ if '* fringed on both sides,'* 
and '*the dwarf-tea-trecs,'' which, he says, skirt ^* its low swampy 
shores ;*') and plenty for fetching in the neighbourhood. Water, no 
doubt, is scarce ; but it is regularly supplied from the city, and may 
hereafter be easily conveyed, at little expense, by means of pipes, the 
distance being only six milet— -or obtained bv boring ; and, if there 
be no ballast, what have the numerous vessels aone which have left the 
port? If there is nothing else, there is at any rate plenty of mud; 
and stone ballast, of the best kind, is procurable at Nepean Bay. Why, 
in Calcutta there is no common ballast but mud, and scarcciv any thing 
better in London without paying for it. But we are antfiorized by 
Captain Hurst to state, that he twico ballasted in Port Adelaide ; and 
that there are, in his opinion, within that port^ miUian$ »tnd mUliom 
of torn of white iatidt tufficient to batlait a fleet qf ten Uott$and$ait, 
and proeurabfe without dMieulty or exfenee I He adds, that with 
(be use of his long boat^ be ballasted bis yteoA in the course of a 
single day. 

Were further evidence requiredi in proof of the capabilities of 
Port Adelaide, it might easily be adduced. But mark the incon« 
aistency of our disappointed autbor% Whikt, according to the resi* 
dent Coromissionei^s jdbpatch, dated April 4, 1838, the harbour 
^ wonid hold in perfect safety, at all times, upwardn of 100 v^sels,'*— • 
aod vessels, as we have seen, of 600 tons burthen, Mr. Jam^s de* 
• BOttoees it al wellcnougb '^ only for small vessels,** and' ' totally unfit for 
the general purposes of comraeree {*' and yet, on page 165, he declares, 
that Port PhiKp ; with its f|^w hundreds of inhabii»nU, and a wharf, 
according to hiaoirn statement, only capable of receiving at its side 
a hm schooners of seventy tons, '* as the navigatk>n wiil not allow more 
than eight or ttina feet draught of water/*«^nevertheless, bids fair 
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U- be one of the principal porU oa the coast* *f and will soon rival ^ 

South Australia in wealth and importance.*' 

But row for Mr. .lames's pvoiacsa for ** Port Misery*^ and all the 
evils thKt ere llkdy to resuU from Colonel Ught's *' folly '* in selecting 
it as the port of the chief city. ** South Australia/* says Mr. James, 
(page 8,) *' can boast of having one of the fineit harbours in the world ; Tar |^ 

superior to Portsmouth, Plymouth, Cromarty, Cork, or Milford, in 
Great Britain ; the harbour of Port Lincoln^ in Spencer's Gulf» may 
be said to eqiut) anv of the celebrated harbours of Constantinople, 
Port Mahon, Halifax, Trincomaloe, Rio, or Port Jackson/' He 
adds, *^ Nothing can pre^rcnt tltis magnificent harbour from being, 
sooner or later, the emporium of tlie new colony f' and again, p. 206, 
*' Sooner or later, in spite of opposition, the Capital of South Ao« 
3tralia must be hanu** In his seal, iiowever, to knirry his puiat, he 
has fallen into a blutider, which we may just nots, enjta^snant, and 
leave him to get out of as he can. . 

** Ths forsigii sikI tiport tradi miM, ^ '* The tonlj ttporii to h« t>«eiipbt of for 
io tpiUf of tho lint onfortor*ste lelectioB of the nett twenty yetn, will Im wcoI ami 
Adelaide, he 9U earriei 00 St P^rt Un* oil» a fjw hides, aad a lUtle task. To 
09I11."— page IC^; Van Diemen't Land they nay'liiayQ ao 

opportunity of etporting a littlo \TUfe, 

Sork, < ik,%ms, and bacon, from the rich 
ats on the hanks of the Murray » which, 
"^ ^ , rf c^r$t, will have to be shipped io La* 

e^MHfer fia v.**-^pa|g^ 139. 

" Victor Hartwur, although f^r inferior 
' to Nepeati Da^^ in point of secihSty. will v 

sltortly become t jpl&ce of import&ace, aa 
It is tn the neighbourhood of a rielji and 
valuable country, and will romniiKitid, 
eventual !y, th^. >ooaatiog trado of ^ 
colotty."— page 9. V 

Now, if all the export trade is to be canied on^at Port Lincoln,\^ 
how can the produce of the Murray be shipped in Encouriter Bay 7 
^ Besides, we have shown at length in the History, of South Austraha, .. 
that Encounter Bay affords no safe and sufficient anchorage for more V 
than two or three vessels ; and '* the landing in boats,'* says Mr. James^ 
'* li at all tiroes bad at Victor Harbour, and renders you liable to tt 
^good ducking**- In other words, both passengers and merchandize 
- would stand a good chance of being capiized I And this is one of 
the harbours {** though nothing compared to Port Lincoio !*^ which 
Mr. James in his absolute wisdom would establish in place of Port 
Adelaidel ^ ." 

</ But a word or two respecting the unfitness of Port tincoln as the 
piaritime and commercial dep6t of the new. colony* *tt so happens 
that, in compliance with the instrVictions of the fC!ommissioners» 
^ Colonel I%ht, the Surteyor-Oeneral, did etamin» Pott . Liiicoln a 
' .although he did not fia upon it As the site for thi litni town ; and| 
while he was there, he was joined by the MuffUOi onlKiard of which 
was the first eovernor, who eon6nrred with ninl in opinion that, all 
things consiiiered, a more unauitabla spot eottid not bb pitched 
tipon. 
Colonel Light surveyed the coast and h^bour of Port Lincoln in 
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December, 1836; and hit report, which we subjiin entire, will, we 
should think, dispel from every one's brain but Mr* James*fl, (should it 
eiist in any other) the illusion that Port Lincoln possesses ncoerior ad « 
vantages to Port Adelaide; or that the adjacent land of the one is 
worthy of comparison with that of the other. 
The Colonel s narrative is as follows : 

*« Not. 28.— Proooeded to Ntpean Bsy for dis wtnreyidg boat, prafNiratory to nilini 
Ibr Pr.t Liooolo. 

** Doc 3.— At 8 ».iii. polled Wodgo Itlaod to tho touthward, widi o light broeseo fronl 
tho otttword and o Mrooy %w€\X from tho S.S.W. ; at nooo* noarlv calm, olT ThUtlet*f 
lalaod, with o dhagneabU nsoK ; st 6 p. m. Capo DooningtoD being within 12 milet, 
sod light broeas tmiogiog up from tho oattwtid, wo ntt in hopot o^ ^ttinj in before 
dark j tu h^Jf an hour tho wicd flew all loand tbo compost, and aoon after tell a dud 
ca]m^>— Bitai&ight, light ain^ froiii N. E. ^ 

- " Doe. 4.-~A t so minnteapiat 3 a.m., being near thf port, hovo to till da^rlight ; at 30 
MdnotM past 4 made sail ; at 5 mncb li{;htoiOff in tho N.W., and tho wind baffling ; 
at IS minoteapaai 6, auddon, heavy gusU of wind from N«W. ) at 3t m;nc(u past 6, 
light broeaes an round tho compaat ; at 0, about two miles from Cap4 Donmngtoo, 
OM worliingopttho ship had broieoflTnoaHy two piiota oa oacb tack ; nekf itUndi and 
thaaU in wirp dirtetUm ; at 8 raachod In betwooo Boston Island aud Capo DonningtoOt 
with gusts of* wind sostiAog, woro obliged to take in top-gallant uMn, lower topRails on 
tbo caps, up eounos and oown Jib. A merchant ship, bound to thb pott» not ea- 
psjettng suen weather, end, after a long paaaagOf bating her rigging slack, would not 
tbink it aecenary tc set it up on coming into apparontly so fine a harbour, would, 
taken in this way, most certainty have been dismasted, and gone ashoro on a rocky 
coast.' Ax 10 a.m. came to an anchor under Grantham's Island, blowing a strong gaio 
from tho S^M^H with o^askmal rain { fband tho Cjifaef at anchor In tbo bight of tbo 
gnif. 

« '• Doe. 5.— Cot u^er weigh at 30 minutes past 5 a.m., to rua op to tbo Cvgotfy 
hot tbo wind soon after blew so strong from tho westward, obliged to anchor about a 
nilo to tl|€ wostw&rd of tho little shoal pot down in Flindof^a charts. Noon, blowing 
a heavy gale. / on daeUcd/jr ff mwiDii ihkUn^ kMrt^rfor mirehwi lAijM. Lookiof 
St h as a port for mon^of-war. well uiannod, plenty erf boats, &c., il is very well ; it 
iseoDodoua, and has good holding grouadi hot tho flrong gusto of wind ahiftiog all 
found tho compaas londer the ontraaco not altogether lo safe aa the plan of it on paper 
would iodieati. I will now cooapavs tho two guMs* 

-** oiritr avB^aa. ** oour at. Tfvcairr, 

** 1.— >Tbo mouth of the xolf baa tnanj '* t«^Thora aro no obstructioos what- 

obotroctioaa by rocky ial'incU and rHfs, erer» and it is cwtaialy moch moro shol- 

aad during tbo provaleoce of tho wtstorly leiod from westerly gales than Gulf Spea- 

gsles s moit tfomood9is sea must bo " 



tbrowo there, if I may judgo ftom tho 
swell wo had la cooiiiig across la Boo ' 
woatiior." 

'* oOLf s#amraii« *' eifLr sr* tmesirr* 

«' 2.-r-Can a airanm ship, making This- ** t -*lf a ship be bound to Gulf St 

Ho laleod, Wodgo lalsoa. or any othor Vincent ibo would make Ibo land at tho 

party iust bofoM dark, and a gala coming 8«Wi end of Kangaroo Island, or go the 

•a, ifith thick woathWi thaps bar coons cthor pssssgo} la sitbercsso» a wesiorly 

and rua without danger Into ths jnlf t gala oomlag on. she Is soon oat of daogof 
No I for tho wtad may, stid moat nkely* and under sheilor. la tbo oott place, 

would, bofflo at tho most critleal pointt should Um vomcI bo st tbo mouth of Gulf 

that la, between two Islands : bar safest 8t« Vincoat whan a gale comes on, aho 

plan, thoiofoto, wouM bo, to wtoh laves* nay itest tight up tho gulf, OYoa ia th« 

tigator's Strail, If she oaa, If BOt|< abosmost aigbt, by compitts : tho rarthor iho gofs, 

lay to, aad tho flood In such a a^a bsiftf tho less sea she will have, and Anally ma] 



Moh stroanr, aho mi^t bo drifted iato let go bar anchor ia 7, 6, 6. 4," or 3 
a very uasssi attuslioa ; and If ibo safer* fathoou, whors, If well found la around 
la a oto ly bodtifoaoasayofthsaaaiOfoas taeklsi abs Is sofs to bold wall (f speak 



y 



IIX MOHTIII IW SOUTH AI?8TfcALtA. 



i' 



rockt or thoali it would be cortaitt do- 
■imctioii to all." 



**OOLf tPlltCBII* 

" 3«~Port Lincoltt it cvUieW t Km, 
cofMCfOQS liarbottft bot t grett port o^ it 
it open to the N.E., tod the mottih of it 
turrottoded, at the ebartt will thiW| by 
blandff and leeft (and tbeni tie many not 
Vm\ djwn) I and ^ we fted 10 rnwtk itveMt 
•• ^-ft in, and Mien tudden, th*fti*Mr gnttt of 
wind at ibit aeaion of the year» vk-t nay 
wv trpret la winter! Toe wt^erly %Ai 
thai wvild brins 1 ibip np to the nootb 



of the barbovf would netent her nltint 
in when there, end tiie rant, tt 1 taid 
before, ^reat riik of rHrryiog away her 
ttattt." 



Avm etper1c^^\^; end thovid ereo the 
leat ditaster ante of going on abore, life 
and property would Be taved, end meat 
Kkely the thip berielf/' 

" ooLf tr. Ttiicairr. 

*• 3.— The harbour in Gulf St. Vioeent 
ft long and mom like a river, and theltered 
frov every wind (the heaviett gale ivAik 
Any quarter can never hurt), and when the 
eotranee ia properly buoted down there ie 
no diiBeulty whatever. Another very me* 
terial point in favour of. thai harbour k, 
that in Gulf St. Viaoact t;»ere it no fcar 
from any windt eioept wetterly, end theie 
arr" fair to ran into the harbour ; the only 
fault it htt it, that thipt mi'.tt wait for tlie 
tide, but it thit not the cue in tl.e Thameat 
•^and with two mud iMahi for dre pening 
ehannelt, the thallow perta could ettiW 
be oifiue fiee ibr thipt drawing 16 or 18 
feet water at half-flood^ m they extend but 
t very abort disttanee : even now tbeiuia % 
little flieie than three faihorat over et ' ' 
water." 
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•• otit.f at. vmctirr* 

•' 4--tv the harbour above tloldfiut 
Bay» A tlifp once hi may lay aloogtlde a 
whan when erected, and until then land 
her cargo by boelt li» perfectly teMoth 
water, even in the heaviett galea, aiid net 
one day loit in any aeaaon of tbe year." 



" 4«— Aferchant vetaela, after they gel 
in, muftt land their cargoea at a lUtttnee 
of oiie and two milet from tbe ihipt ; in 
blowing wMther tb«y woaM not he able 
to land at all, and I believe it blowa hard 
full hcif tbe year round. From what 1 
have teen tUete two days^ nc thing coukl 
have been landed, evea if lightert htd ^ 

been preuared ; and therefore 1 have renien 
to my. that, in thit port, inany dayt in the 
year would be enJiely loti to trading vet> 
wb." 

' " Dec, (U^pent thit day on ahera la etamining the eountiy, and meet decidedly 
aay, it cannot b* thought of for a firtt lettlement ) in every direction we walked thera 
wat nothing but atone. We found iome fre»b water in the plain, near the tpoi marked 
by Flinder ; but, on the whole, Pott T^ineolo it not fit for a aettlenwot. 

'* Pec. 0.—Got under weigh to teturn lo Gulf St Vincent^ and eondntie my ez* 
amination there, for I have been contiderlng much of chit culf, and tliink it beet to git 
It up entirely for the pratent, for thould there be a good baroour and good soil higher up» 
yet the daogera ihit turround the entrance arit too many fbr a good colony, if any other 
equally good can be had near it \ and the proepiicta on the eattern aiile ol Golf St. Via* 
cent are »o ppomuing that I do aot like lotiag tnore thne. Wt bad tmrnh iinoble tiilt 
mornidg In getting out of tho harbouri and the wiftd aguin bafliag na the whole dliy, eh* 
Itged ut to liring up ander Taylar't Idaud. '> \ ., '■ 

«» " Dee* 10.— Under weigh at daylight^ bttt» after tryng tn git.otii aUM«.i» were obliged 
lb foinc lo an anchor in Blemory Core. 

.** Dec. 11«-*Weighed at dayltehl, and thaped oUr cevtae Id (he BOHhwaM of This» 
lleS Island, Thia day hat proved more the daftjEurt of the navlgjuiiou 10 Port Iiiienln.| 
many thoalt were teen not laid down in (^pl» Fnudw'e er IH^ Francli€hdrt8<<**Al night 



many 

bovo to, off Point Bfartden. 
»"* Dee. 11«*-Came to aft aochcr al aood la Ne^o Bay, aa4 Anind the Tern 
0*5Aifitef«X 

'• Dee. 14«-«Gel both thipa utKler weigh Uff tbe baroour in Oulf 8i VlaeMt Tbe 
UttfiA enchcfed at Rapid Bay to take tome aierevf &q*# on board, ind tbe Tern KfSllmKMf 
proceeded to the haibour. 



\ 
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' '* Die. 10*— >li«ll JUnid Btf at noon, and itood over to examioe the wettern coatt at 
7 p.«B., blowing ttioof tnm tm 8«E,» tad hove to oa tba ttarlioani tack." 

Now, the sRgki differepoe between Colonel Light*t fii«d Mr. Jamet'e 
eflUmate of the capabilitiei of Port Lincoln is, that tho Colonel 
" examined it extenaivelv with his own eyest'' whereat Mr. Jamea 
nerer set foot npon iu '* land*locked ba3in/' nor walked along ** the 
margin of its deep waters." 

But we may rlismiss ibis subject t since , according to the South 
Autiralian Oaxetie^ Mr« James is alone in his opinion. It appears 
that, on the 17tb of 9eptt 1837, Colonel Torre ns addressed a letter to 
Colonel Light, in which the following passage occurs r— '* Those who 
would have the capital at Port Lincoln , or at aiiy other place westward 
of Gulf St. Vincent, are bitterly ignorant or the rast commercial 
adrantages which nature has conferred on the port of the Murray. 
/What New Orleans and the valley of the Mississippi are becoming to 
the United States, the city of Adelaide and the valley of the Murray 
will become to Australia. I lose all patience when I think of the 
conduct of those who would disapprove of the east of Oulf St. Vincent, 
and hold that the capital ought to have beei placed upon n western 
part of the colony.** The Colonel's letter having been made public 
tn the colony, the Colonial Editor remarks upon the above extract in 
the following language i— " Colonel Torrens tnere states that ' he loses 
all patience when he thinks of the conduct of those who hold thai ih€ 
caj}iial oughi to hone been placed upon a wettern fart of the colony ,* 
It is evident that Col. Torrens has oeen told by some jn, that there 
were persons who entertained such nn idea. A more disguetvug^aUe" 
hoodf we say at once, nether vol writtin, * We proclaim it to he uUerly 
untruo that iueh an cpialofi wa$ over entetlaincdf or €vtn pnhlUly 
otpreHcd.^* 

In finci until Mr. James can satisfactorily show how the noble 
Murray is to be made to diseinboruc itstiif at the back of Port Lin* 
coin, and how the flocks and herds, which are being watered and fed 
along its fertile banks, en revfe to Cowandilla Plains, are to be carried 
across the two impassable gulfs, we must condnue to regard Adeloide 
Us the natural outlet of the country east of the Gulf of St Vincent 
and of the Murray. 

So much for Mr. James's comparative estimate of Port Adelaide 
and Port Lincoln. 

Though accustomed to rough it— having travelled a hundred thoa- 
sand miles, and having had great experience in the older colonies of 
Sydney and New South Wales-»Mr. James inquires, at the port of a 
colony just eighteen months old, ** if there is any coach tc* the town T** 
^— ana being answered by a careless shake of the head, he sets oflT to 
walk, not the best pleased tliat there was no coach on the stand, or 
omnibus plying between the port and the city* Had he remained a 
few days more in the colonyi he might have witnessed this additional 
proof of the amasing progress It is making in assimilation to an En- 
glish town.* Butt Mfore #e accompany him across *' Adelaide 
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swamp'" to ** Adelaide township/' we wtU jti&t liften to one of hii 
tales, represented by his reviewers as Imparting so much freshness and 
piquaccy to the ▼oli*nic. Such stories may m capital materials for 
book-Dinking, but are not rery creditable to one wbopriuts for neither 
fame nor profit (7), and who affects to speak the troth. Here it t^ :-^ 

*' Onfi of iVie pMsmgoTf, on landinff from the Lard Ood§rUh 9f tbo Cantmt the 
attthor fotgetft which, enprcnied U) him new much bs wai dltappoiotcd in th« harbour 
and river. H« had been told in London, ha laid, Uiit, though tbs rJbip was too large to 
go up to the ^ City of Adelaide*— for atio thio it had received tha ridicttloua name of 
city— yet that the patseogffB and luggage would be taken upbf bargea and tmall craft | 




it was repres<!nted in the mnri— '-riinning up from the harbour to the Hwn ; where lie 
•uppoacd, being fond of bathii?g, he had no^hing to do» in a hot day, tmt 

* to plunge 

Into the Turrfnt *. and to roll alons 

On the swift whirl of the new-breaking wave V 

How romantic t And what a pity that the Commissioners should have been kept in 
such a state of ignorance t In their written instructbna to the Resident Cottmissioner, 
thsy alwaya seem to have contemplated the affection of their town close to the ohlppitig, 
for t!io wori ' QuayB* constantly occiin } bat thar<r will Dover be auy quay In the town 
of Adelaide." 

Now, the Lord Ooderieh eailed from England in Oct. 1837, and 
the Canton in December of the same yi^ar, seveml months after the 
Commissioners were in receipt of Colonel Lig;ht's desputches and sor* 
veys of the coast and site of the first town. They could not, therefore^ 
when ei^.her of the alH>ve*named vessels sailed, have been in ** such a 
atate of ignorance" aa Mr. James imputes to them, even if they were 
before. Nor are they or any of their subordinates, capable of practising: 
so paltry h deception npon a labourins;-<»mig;rant] Ilesides, the Com- 
misftiunero themselves, in their second Report, acknowledge the desir* 
ablencss of a water communication between the port and Adelaide* 
and propose ** to connect the port with the river by a canal six miles 
in length.'' Mr. James, however, who can blow hot and cold in the 
aame breath, exclaims, page 146. ** But| besides the money required 



camnusnce rennins; between Adelaide and the port, every day (Sunday eaoepted), with 
passeogf rs and light packages -, to start from th^ fornier place at fen o'clock a.m., and to 




.plunge, after alU»f.'*» *'thenny 

fonsequencea than tHu Jiroes'a account of that rive^ efsewhere would lead one to aup* 
pose. '* On Tuesday, March 20, 183B,'* aayi the South AuHrutiMm O^netti, '< a maa 
named Joaeph Lee fell into a pool noMr the wooden tvidge, ia a state of intosication, 
and was drowned. It appears that Lea and anothet young man bad been di inking 
together, and commenceo sk^Uikiug by lh« side of tlw pool, whan they both roiW in. 
I«e sunk ; and hia compenbn, afler atroggling for soma timei was laacaed by some 
natif e men. who ptuneed in and brougtit him to the sboia. Th^ a]ao divide anc fo6ii(t 
the body of Lee, who had not been mtors than tea miantaa sulimergnd ; but e^ery eibrt 
to restoro animation proved unafailing.'* The Sama joorjal tacma aa iaquett on 
the body of Captain Bromley, who was ftmud drowned ." ia a pool in the river aeair tiia 
house pnio which, it was eocjectared, he had fSi!Wn while drawiag water/* on the 7fh. 
ef May, 1838. Who aver heaid before of a mail bsHif drewncd la an ■* IHahmati'a 
hatr^ • '-< 
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for cunals and rail-roads, to raise which would puzila them, there 
would be a still greater diCBculty in obtaining a iuppfy of water for 
iheir eanal^ so that any schenfes of this nature will only ser?e to be 
laughed at*' Indeed t Tliat the laugh may bo turned against Mr. 
James is more than probable ; but we must not anticipate. 

Mr. James reaches Adelaide in a most pitiable plight, " hungry, 
thirsty, and fatigued, — covered with dust and perspiraiion.'' But a 
good dinner at " mine host's,'* and, pleasant companr'pns, soon cause 
him to forget his way-side troubles ; and, after discussing ** the un« 
wholesome Israelite s baked meats,** and drinking ** a bottle of Bar* 
clay's stout," he finds himself in a condition to re^comroence his 
hostile observations of the colony. We next find him quarrelling 
with the site of the town,— -a subject on which, as on most others, 
he is at variance even with himself. 



*' It it vefy diatgresabls to be oompelled 
to •ecsk i& this decided tons of tlis na* 
•oitibl«;oeu of Port Adolkido, beciuso it 
leeiiit to imply s ctators upoo Colonol 
Liaht, tlieSttnrMor*Geiieral or the Colony, 
H wfwm Wtertfllni ti rctcurf tvAtrt to hI§H 
lh$prA tfWJi r*— ptgt 11. 



/' Tho ftnt shij^ td^tHhed by the Com- 
mtttiOQort to Mil witK Emigrtiitt from 
Orett Britaie, won adfeiiited /Wr Pert 
LirmIji direct ; irfttrt like eepitei eitjr»es 
iiilejidid le Jbeee fte«e «t(e6liiAei< /. sod it 
is t tbottteiid pitiet f bat tbo Commitiioiien* 
Imtnieruiiif is tbie mattl^ were not com* 
plied nilb} becenee, in tbe tbeeoce of 
any other Port, in tbe wKble line of coett* 
tbtt esn be oontidered free from olneetiooe, 
as well u life end eeoNnble at all leetona 
ef the year, nolbinff itn prefent this 
ntgoi6ceot btrboer from beiog, sooner 
or later* tbe emporium of tbe new ooloMy." 
—pege a. 

We happen to have a copy of the Commissioners' ,*' Letter of 
Instructions to the Survey or^Oeneral*' lying before us. Ihe entire 
letter is an unqualified disproof of Mr. James's assertion (page 8) ; 
but an extract or two will be suflBcient for our purpose. ** Having 
completed the survey," say the Commissioners, ** and having carefully 
recorded all important circumstances, so that the diKcrent sites, 
favourable for the erection of towns, may be brought into exact com* 

Carlson, yaa will proceed to determine which of thenveral sites shall 
e selected as that of the first town ; a duty which you are hereby 
fully authorized and required to dischanre." ♦ • • « Believins: 



such a result will be mo«t eflPectually secured by placing the whole 
responsibility of the decision in your handSf the Commissioners 
purposely avoid all minute instructions for your guidance," dec. * * ^ 
*' When you have determined ti?c site of the first town,'' disc. 

But neitheir is Mr« James correct when he states, in the passage 
already quoted, that ** the first ships advertised by the Commissioners 
to< iail with Emtgrants from Great Britain, were advertised for Port 
Lincoln direct." No such adteriisements were eirer issued by the 
Commissioners Or their, a^ntat and it is well known that the South 
Australian Company*a ships (the first that sailed for the Colony with 
Cmimnts) were dispatched for Nepean Bay, in Kanearoo Island ; 
whither, a)io, the two first vessels despatched by the Commissioners 
were directed, in the first instanco, to repair. 
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Still disposed to be querulous about the location of the cityi Mr. 
James proceeds : 

'• The friends of the Surveyor-Genenil *' Before any person hts been tshoie st 
liave stated, that he chone the situation of Adeleice twenty-foar hours, even the 
the towu for the richness of the soit ; greenest and most inexperienced pat t&ta 
though it is the first time in the history of .^ue^tion : Why did yon select the town 
colonization, that such a reason has been eight miles from the landing-place t An- 
adduced.'* — ^page 19. awer-^Because we nrefened being awa^ 

from the nastf saifort, and thought tl 
better not to be annoved with the de- 
moralizing influence of a seaport'*--pp. 
33, 33. 

These assigned reasons are in opposition to each other ; thougti 
both cf them may have had weight with the Colonel. The one which 
preponderated in his mind is thus stated by Mr. Oouger: 

" It was at first wished,** says Mr. Oo'^p^t " that Adelaide ahmild be placed two 
or three miles nearer the port; Colonel Light, however, discovered, with hii nsual 
sagacity, that, if it had been placed there, it would hA?e been subject to i^uodatton ; 
and he therefore returned to the site first marked out. If, again, according to a sug- 
gestion that was once made to him, the seat of government had been made at the port, 
frefh water mutt liave been conveyed to thb t»m from the present aite of Adelaide. 
Now, tc« have at th$ town an tatallent ttippttf tf frmh watttt but we hate 10 convey to 
the town those commodities imported into the colony which are intended for oonsuroption 
in the town ; and the question to be decided ww, which wai t(»6 leut injurious to 
the colony, to convey to the idhabitants of the town the artielea required fo? their 
coneumption, or all ine water tliey would use for culinary and other purnosea.. Col. 
Light at once decided that it was lett injurious to bring those commoditiea from the port 
to the town, than the frebh water to the port> and I think poaterity will thank him fer 
his decision ; but, if aueh reasoning will not justify (he adoption of the present aite« 
the mere fact of the excesaive rise in the value of lowu-laods will bear it ont moat 
completely/** 

Ay, there's thD rub ! It was tbik << excellent supply of fresh 
water '* that induced Colonel Light to fix the site where he did,-«*a 
fact to which* after all, Mr. James is constrained to subscribe* 
'* There are, however/* says he, page 17, in describing the Torrent, 
" several fretty good Wes, which have too much water in them to be 
entirety exhau^terl by the sun*s beat i and tl wa$ on account of thete 
water holes that the town was placed in thin unfortunate (?) 
eltuationJ'* \ 

The following just and able defence of Colonel IJght*s judgment in 
fixing '* this Adelaide and Port Adelaide," which stand so much in 
Mr. Jaine3*s way, where he did, is from the pen of Mr. Finniss: and 
Was written on the Ist of August, 1837, but is as complete an 
answer to Mr. James, ns though written to meet the slanderer of the 
. Colony in England, in the Christmas of 1838. 



.Im^mu 



* Colonel Light'a ewn accuwut ia aa lollowa t ** The aite of the town was not deter*> 
mined on befort Lif Excellency the Governor appeared in pefsoo. I consented to 
remove the town About two niM lower down the riviT, and wf also walked toMther to 
that spot, which was agreed on between hia £xoellency and myeelf lo be the stte ; but, . 
on examination afterwards, I fouud the winter torrenta overflowed the banka considerably ; 
1 therefore returned to the site first selected, and aome liiw days aAerwardi I had the 
satisfaction to hear his Excellency approve of it in the hiriiest terms." Colonel Light 
ndda, that the Tonena •' can, in time, be made navigabW, if tuch.a thing ahonki he 
aecesaafy, for tnch abipa u eome new m tbti harhoarr ^c. 
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** This, then/* sayi Mr« FioBiis, '* it the caae made oat agaicit the Sunreyor« 
Oenertl : that he selected a port Dot ca;»ablc of receiving abt^e of tieaiYy tuonage, ttt 
jjfefereDce to Port Liocola or Nepean Bay, or any other port that might havt been diuo^ 
tend, and ihat he fired the rile of the town itx miles from thut harbour." I shall now 
consider the reason that probably led Colonel Light to the choice. There are bt t three 
•ccounti of the coasts of South Australia which car be considered as of any authority, 
vis., those of Flinders ; the French navigators, Bandin and De Freyuinet ; and Siuit. 
Thf eharts of these scienSiSc men show the outline of the coast in a way sufficient to 
poirt out thone parts which offered the greatest prospect to a closer exa/ni nation. The 
mao of the course of the Murray Uiver to Encounter Bry, by Sturt, with his dejcription 
of LaVe Alexandrine, were features of such tmportcuce that, combined with Flioder's 
reports, showing the eapabilities of Gulfs Spencer and St. Vincent, sufficient data were 
considered asestabliithea to mark thia region out for the site of a colony. Those who pro- 
jected this Colony selected it, because they knew that the Murray insured abundance of 
fresh water, a \onf line of internal communication, and its banks wore fitted for agr;^al« 
tural operations in the highest degree, and they keew that there e2ii<>(ed the two 
magnificent harbours of Port Lincoln and N^'pean Bay, the latter within thirty miles of 
the embouchure of the Murray. The grand attraction was the Rive.* Murray, with its 
htiWe plains, because it oflTered the means of developing on a grand scale the sources of 
wealth of Australia, vis., the growth of wool, and the breeding of cattle. The certainty 
of this prospect, and the soundness of these views, produced 35,000/. in the sale of 
lands, held only in anticipation, and induced the formation of a Company, with a 
eanital of upwards of 200,000^ Hence, then, the Commissioners for Soutli Australia 
duly considering these fiscts, dinscted the particular atteniinn of the Surveyor- Oenct at 
to the examination of Jhe eastern shores or St. Vin«.ent's Gulf, o ieUUment in fad on 
Spcneer^i Ouff, cr eitn on tho veHem rhoro of Gulf Su Vineentt wovid have hem a 
praetioQl abauHoHount of the known reioureet of the eountrift for othere rf u doubtful ehti* 
necftr. tfnd contd oniif hore been retortttd to in the event of 9 failure of aU tmr hopes und 
expeetotioni. If Colonel Light could find an eligible site from Encounter Bay to the 
I hsfid of Gulf St. Vincent, the object for which the selection of this part of New Ifolland 

( was made woitld bo gained, and the purcliesera of land be gratified in tb*^ auccesaof 

j their antinipationi. If Port Lincoln is a splendid harbour— if the land Is finOi and fresh 

(: watar abundant, ao mncb the better—then we have two places representing such advan* 

^ tages. If Nepean Bay can shelter a wIMe Beet, so much the better that we have threo 

harboom* These are all elements of future prosperitv. They will become the Ports* 
mouth end Plymouth ot* South Australia. But Adelaide must to a certainty be the 
j metropolis, because its advantages, commercial and agricuUurali are greatly superior. 

The agricnltural excellencies evert the opponents to the '^ite do not venture to doubt-« 
but its commercial prospecta they do. ' Port Adelaide ia in latitude 34 deg* 46 min. 
Nearly aa far up the guir as a ship can go. The entrance to It is over a sandt bar, on 
which there Is eighteen feet of water at spring tides. It runs inland parallel to tli« 
coast for several miles, and aa there ia not a rock In it, or near it, vessels are as safe aa 
in the Thames, with the same facilitiea for landing cargoea, since ships anchor close t« 
theshore. ♦ • • ♦ • *^ ♦ 

*' It ia a well kncwn fact also that tha Buffalo, a ahlp of 600 tens, could have entered^ 
- and been safely moored within* although her master would not make the nitempt. His 
£s.. Governor rlindinarsh, has pnblisbM his opinion In oppositiun to that of Mr. Wood» 
tod Captain Lipton, the harbour-master, has testified to the same eflTect. Whit then 
^ '^ becomes of the assertion, that the harbour, if safe, ia ntfit to receive ships of heavy 

I' tonnage f Wo larger shins are employed in those seas than the Tom 0*Shonter or the 

It Bn^ato, If we except Indiamen* But'lwill asacit that there Is a safs anchomge for 

) ahfps even of this class outside the bar, and at Holdfast Bay, aa aafe indeed aa the 

> anchorage at Port Lincoln* It may appear aomewhat extraordinary to assert this, and 

^ naitical men might smile at the remark, but this ia tho state of the case. Theie is a. 

long line of sanldy beach extending from HoMfaat Bay to the Httboor* The water 
deepens very gradually Indeed to the middle of the gulf, ao that large shine omi anchor 
^ three or four mitea off iboro. The gulf at this part ia terj narrow ; and the formation 

I J of both ahorea encloses the wafer In such a way as to prevent any heavy swell being 

it . raised by aooth-west winds, whk*h are the asost likely to bo dangeroua. Tlie fiscl 

:« alee of the gradnal ahotling of the woteir eontribntea to ink e0eet ; for the winda cannot 

'i throw np any body of walir to hnrt a ship* or oblka htr to slip, the holding gmond* a 

oliff clay, ia ao good that a ship wfll now drivo if proparly lonnd in gronmi tackle t if 
'til!^gli ioyeaiM shadriHa, ft Iom let aof^ bottom, wtthont Mjf iM !• knock her 
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aboitl, aod troold be ^bt oflr«t> after tlit^Ale. Experience hut ehewn tbit to be Ul« 
case ; auU « small cutter rode out the heaviest gftte we have had^-^no sea tibidz to bdrt * 
her, hut the most furious gusti rather rubbing down the tea. It appears to irte tnen ibat 
the ohjecticr. to the Hvbour on anco'int of the impuasibility c * ships of 1000 tone 
entering at present, is met by these facts. In addition it ro.iy be as well to observe, 
that at Port Lincoln there are greater dangers to be apprehended than even at anchor 
off (Zoldfast Bay. A ship is there eiposed to sudden gusts which sweep across the land» 
aud if she drives she must be lost on the iron-Untnd shore that surrounds her* The 
entrance to Spencer'a Gulf is one of peculiar difficulty and danger* The approach to 
St. Vincent's Gt«H, and to the Harbour, is safe, there being no rocks nor hidden dangers. 
Colonel Light is next accused of having selected the site of the town tt a distance 
from navigable waters. But wotild any cne have wished to place the town in a spot 
which they say ' is entirely destitute of fresh water t' Does any one think that the 
Suryeyor-Ueneral could take a river and a beautiful plain in bis hand, and plant them 
among mangrove swamps 1 No. Colonel Light saw that nature had done a great deal, 
but not evrry thing. In selectitig the site of the town it was necessary to fi.id a spot of '^' 
fcuffici'jnt extent, positively free from floods, with good land in the v^.oinity. li wit 
desirable that it should ilso be as near the harbour as. nossible* Colonel Light aecord« 
ingly did the best he could ; ho selected the spot marked out by natuie ; hib eye, trained 
to observe nature, and accustomed to judge of the capabilities of a country for the 
wants of bodies of men, cocid cot mislead him. Here then I have stated facts enough, 
which, I trust, fully justify me in maintaining the commercial advantages of AdeiaTde 
and its port, agaicst any opinion to the contrary. . I might indulge In speculadvns %n 
this v*hf e«!t* Is it not extraordinary to find persona who navo witnessed in Kngland tli« 
power of science, start at the difficulty presented by a distance of six miles over a per* 
fortly level country Y Are railroads tad canals Impouible undertakings t then what 
wilt be the consequence 1 This six miles will become a vast suburb, studded with »hope 
and warehouses, which will be shunned by all for the more agreeable residence selected 
by the Surveyor-General. Perhaps even then the town will be found too close to the 
harbour; vessels at anchor in the basins and dockaof the River Torreos may be die* 
chb.^irig their oargoes in the heart of ihe city* Surely then the Surveyor* General 
cannot be accused of an error \n judgment.'"* 

For what reason we know not, but both during bi« residence in 
the colony, and eince hie return to this country, Mr. James has re-^ 
tamed as great dislike tn the Aver which inteTsect& the town, ** ^yclept 
the Torrens," as a rabid animal to water, l^t tis glance at a few of hit 
reminiscences of *' tho gurgling little brook/* and test their truth. 

** On page H^, Mr. James asserts that the Commiuioners are *' forcing the growth of 
this ill-cboseo spot." ** But," he adds, ** it hat been alwaya neen in other colonies that 
it n«-;ver answers to force any thing of tb:r kind against the wishes and eood sense of the 
cotpmuoitv, and long before the trees ii:^ all cut down, this City of Adelaide, oa it is 
ridiculously called, will have dwindled into an unpretending country village." Whether 
Ht* Jamos or the colonists ihemselves ave eutitled to eredlt, the reader shall decide af^tr 
reading the following statement ;^At a public meeting of landowners, held on the lOth 
of February, 18!^7, the following lesolution was carried by a m^ijoriiy of 61 x *r That* 
this meeting considers that in (he site Mlectod by the Surveyor^Oeoeral for Ihe Arst town, 
he has secured. In a most saiisfsciory maneor, those advanlsges which (he Commis- 
siooeraand tlie Arst purchasers when In Kngland contemplatod as eMootiah aceiitial 
point in the Province, the ncighljourhood of e m/V end impnvahU Aerdeiir, ahundamci 
rf uatn «n th§ j/H>t, and of goorl land and pastu^sige," &c. ; acd the 6th resolution, 
*<That thia meeting considers that the Survojror-Oeoeral, William Light, Esq., has 
most ably and judiciously discharged the responsible doty assigned to him by the Com* 
missionert, aaa is fnlly entitled to their confidence io every respecti" was car ricl tinntii- 
mously. Again, on the 6th of June, 1838, one hntidi9^ sod twenty of the disooninnted 
aet'Jers, to whom Mr. Jamea alludee-rgentleneo wtiom the Stmth^nt AHttr^lhH repre* . 
ai»n(s aa of ibe highest lespectability^-^gart p wiblic dinner tai CiKtrtiel Light. On that 
occasion when the chairman, J. Mcrphett, Km(»v ^vpoeed (lie health of V* their taleiktecl 
and esteemed guest, Colonel Light,.** the applanse wnich followed the annouaceoT^t k 
described as '* eiithusisstie beyond description)** and when Oolonel Xigb%: 1. 10, 

n 
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Ht avers, pa^^ 30* that Ilia Torrena " may be stepped across 
without one*a knowing it :*' page 14, that ** it is barely sufficient to 
aupoly the handful of settlers at Adelaide with fresh water for their 
cattle and domestic parposet< ;"* and cage 17, that " in the few 
places where it r ns at all, '.here would be pjenty of room for the 
whole of it to run through an Iribhman'shat;'* adding, *'afar better 
rirer is made erery day in the London streets when the parisli turn- 
cock opens a plug.*' But this is not alK Not only does ** the tiny 
little Torrens all but vanish'* before the summer's sun ; but, (page 10,) 
'* as misfortunes never come singlv, the few wells about the settle- 
ment of Adelaide become dry-^the scarcer the water the more yo«j 
want it for washing/' 
' ' Now, we must beg leave to remind our author that these de«- 
acriptions are rather too ** fanciful and florid *' to be received as ** dry 
and simple details of tacts.** If he could onlv make people believe 
that there really is a scarcity of va^.er at Adelaide, he would have 
leas difficulty in inducing them to remove, bag and baggage, to Port 
Lincoln ; but he is the only one who has made the discovery. 

Doctor Johnson defines a ** lie** to be ** any thing said with an 
intent to deceive ;** and we have no hesitation in afiirming that Mr. 
Jamcs*s descripttora of the river Tor; . ^i ojght to be placed in that 
category. • ^Mn th^ few places," says he, ** where it runs ai all," [it is 
never dried up, neither arc the wells he speaks of, page 18,] there 
would be plenty of room for the whole of it to run through an Irish- 
man's hat,*' &c« ** There are, however, several pretty good holes 
which have too much water in them to be entirely exkauiied hy the sun*$ 
heat^* &c.— and this is the utmost admission tliat he makes ! Now, 
many of the *' holes,*' or rather elbows, or reaches of the rive^, to 
which ho alludes, are at least five fathoms deep, a hundred h«t 
wide, and contain in the hottest weather probably 200 or 300,000 
tuns uf water each I But admitting that in the summer time the 

- — ■ ■■ - — -..-■.-■..■ 

tclnowledgs the woll-tarncd Mmplimenf, "the comminy mm tn maiM, tnd tli« 
spplasM It ttid to ht¥e lasted ■ covtiderable Urns." One of the ipeaVcri iHorwaids 
iiitcd tliit ibo ooloiiy wookl bo itiAisly indebted to Colooel Light for the proaperitv t« 
which it woald aodoubtedly itttic, tod tktt wbeo they hereifter taw palaces n»inj^ on 
the two btaotirol titot of ibeir town, they would tay that it wat to Che great telentt and 
elegant teste of tbeir aenreyor-Oeoeral, Colonel Li^'ht. who bad laid oct their plana, 
that ibM were iodeUted for it. AH the other S|icaken concurred in ealogiiiog the pro- 
iBSfbnal ability of the Colonel, end in oififessioot of etieem and admiration for him at 
a man. The Smthtm Am^ttJitm, anor printing the report of the public dinner referred 
to, addt : " We do not Intend to eukwite this geotlenfian — he h beyond our praise ; for 
aotbing can be added totbo boaett and beartfefi enthusiasm with wMch tbe whole of ibo 
colony OR thit occasion come forward tn eiprtsa their ettevm for him at ■ man, and their 
admiration for bim as an oflcor. He bat had no eommon work to achieve ; be bat bad 
to perform it under tM oommoe dreumttoncca t be bad done it In no eommon manner % 
•0 bim devolved tbe tole tetponiibilitv of,fisin| tbo site of tbo prhieipal City of a New 
Empire, ind of tmvevlng tn t a toat l ft tract lot hnmeditto poatettion. ***/!• 
Aoi ffran ni « fpti ««Nf o pfou fgt m tupkut rf wliM wo moy imlly to prmid.'* Wo 
mlg^t tpMto other te^aMma or a pilvsto UadTin spprabutloB of tbo site iThoton, but we 
bato prafened eeaaatob ^iielvM to a rafomacs to this pablie demonttrntioa of tbo 
ealoaiate tbsmaelvu, whom town Mn Jatoes would aoi, after all, «* ibandoa." but bate 
loft tostead a moauaieBt to tbo My eltbo piolor.tofie sad we my add of tbecoloaitto 
tao, aiaee tfvg^Miil bi adsialaf ito lofoly pMSs aad pirk«>fil« aeeltvltles with fair aad 
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Torrens iV merely a chain of fresh water pools, and that tlie narrowest 
and shallowest part of the stream which is formed by their overflow 
may be stepped across without one's knowing it ; or« as another hath it, 
*' may be spanned with the hand, and sounded with the 6ngcr/' sttU 
we contend, that it has hitherto answered all the draugkU which th^ 
colonists have made upon it ; atl we defy Mr. James to gainsay this 
fact. But in the winter season (and this Mr. James has omitted to 
mention) the Torrens fonns a goodly river, Groro thirty to forty 
jrards across, running at the rate of ux knots an hour, and losing 
ifself in the reedy marshes about the port, where fresh water has been 
dipped at the siae of vessels lying in the harbour :* and, Tvere the 
gurgling little brook dammed up, as proposed, some distance belo%^ 
the town, Mr. James would have noihiog to do when he visits thff 
colony again, but 

" to plahM 
Into lilt T9n9n%9 

and cool his distempered brain. 

Mr. James continues to be inconsistent with himself. ^* The little 
ri'iilet," which (pagre 14) *^ is barely sufficient to supply the handful 
of ftcttlers at Adelaide [ >,000, accorciing to bis estimate, in the post* 
script] with fresh water for their cattle and domestic purposes,*' is, pp. 
18 and 97, the only source of supply for the inhabitants and shippmg 
at the port ; whither, he teils us, the fresh water is sent down daily 
from Adelaide, in bullock carts, from one of which he himself slakea 
his thirst long before he '* etepped across'* the stream. 

Unfortunately for him, aM the settlers agree in describing the 
quality of the water of the Torrens to be ** excellent,** and the supply 
** abundant.*' We have bc£n at the pains of examining every letter 
we could lay hold of from Adelaide, and in not one is there a syllable 
about scarcity o^ water ; ind wo are authorized by Captains DuflTp 
Chesser, and Hurst, (all of whom happen to be in London at the time 
we are writing, and each of whom has resided at least thre^ isiontha^-i 
as long as Mr. Jam(^s-»in the colony,) to state, that in their judgmoht*^ 
the Torrens would hjpply the inhabitants of a city the sice of London!, 
But Mr. James thinks otherwise : ergo^ the town must be removed 
to Port Lincoln, ** where there is abundance of fresh water.'* <* Soonet 
or later,*' quoth Mr. James, '' it must come to this/' We shall see. 

Having disposed of the site of the city, Mr. James attacks tho 
city itself. '* The place,** says be, page 149, ** is a desert ; & wilder- 
ness," pnge 54 ; and, page 33, he tells 0S| that ^' the consequonc6 
is, a^ might have been expected, that in the dav-tim^ pnions liro 
constantly loning the^aiseUcs in the midst of the City, whilst at night . 
it is impossible to move out of the house without company, unless you 

have t desire to sleep under a tree.** On page 33, he likeiu U tee 

• • • 

'_ — ■ - 

*!*))« fnllowiag sdvsruisn«at, ropttd from ih» Smkik AmtrwUun 6ti%ilt$,UInn§- 
16, IRdSf but omhted by Mr. Jamss ia his itM^M* ti sdv«rt;s»nealt» U^m the 
cdlomM efthst JAamtt. latsited pfi4 241«— 146, «»«lt bt very staHlia| to oar InniMi 
svfhor. •• Aay lelller beiay dssirois of leatiaf land e* rssssaabk to.at» oity fasurcf 
s valuobis opportantty, conttgaMi to Port AdelSKk, ptmiiM ku ih$ Kmr T0rr$m 
wiiK/tith vatfr. and andoabtsdiy soiial, If ool soporior, to' say load ia 4bo Coloey* 
for pfttticalsis liM|*»iio iiT Bobsrt CM;** 

M 2 
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"cARip:** on page 108, he calls It a *' iriierable town;** and in hk 
{K)it8cripi, a *' miserable village*" . *^And vety** says lie, pago 32, 
** there are sprinkled up and down in tho place a few suisstantial 
buildings ; one belonging to the Company on an enormous scale— » 
another good brick house to Mr HacK— another to the enterprising 
[rum- importing] Mr. Gilles— -one to Mr. Thomas, and a couple of new 
taverns. The rest of the dwellings are made of very slight materials, 
and the number of canvas tents and marouees give some part of the 
settlement the appearance of a camp/' This is, word for word, Mr* 
4ames*s description of Adelaide* In this enumeration no mention is 
made of Hindley. Street, Thomas's -Street, and other streets built, or in 
progress of building ; the whole rows of houses belonging to the com- 
missionersyor ofany of the public offices. But Mr, Gouger, who left the 
colony six months before Mr. James, estimates the number of housea 
at that time to have been not less than three hundred ; and, since then, 
building on a large and substantial scale has been goin^ on with as- 
tonishing rapidity. We have heard Mr. Gouger in firivate compare 
the appearance of Adelaide to Grantham, in Lincolnshire, and 
paptatn Hurst, with whom Mr. James came over to this countiy^ 
states, that he never lost himself in it in thr day-time— that it never 
had the'' wihlerness " appearance Mr. James ascribes to it, and thai 
the vaft number of dwellings then erected was sufficient to disprove 
Mr. James's assertions. Captain DuflTand his lady likewise informed 
the writer that they never experienced the least difficulty in threading 
the mazy wildernesses of the town or its suburbs. 

"' There is not the remotest chance/* says Mr. James, page 33, 
** that tlie unnatural abortion can ever come to good." Nay, aa 
though forgetting that he had walked its streets-— ^odged in one of its 
inns — frequented its court-house-^ worshipped in its sanctuaries — and 
*' often dined with its respectable resMents," he modestly hints, page 
91, that, '* wherever the town may be! a better style of building 
public houses should be adopted ;*' and again, on page 128, he tella 
tts, that ** wherever the town may he/* an active person, with ten or a 
dozen gopd milking cows, woufd realize a capital in a few years ! 1 
. This is really too bad. '* No, not at alt," exclaims Mr. James ; *' I 
am right ; and every bcdy else is wrong." ** Sooner or later," says 
be, page 206, *' in spite* of opposition, the capital city of Scuth 
Australia must be here fat Port Lincoln]. Delays may take place ; — 
the acknowledgment or error, of course, will be tardy and reiuctant ^ 
and, in the meantime, thousands of pounds may be squandered <» and 
many striving settlers ruined ; but it must came ta this nt last*** 
V •Again, page 8, ^* the removal of the seat of government must follow, 
as a matter of course, and then, what will become of the city of 
Adelaide? It will dwindle into a second or third-rate provincial 
irillage of the interior." ** ^Vhat, abandon Adelaide t (says'Mr. James, 
pa^e 34,) I think t hear the carriers eiclaim! O no, let Adelaide 
! remain as before ; it wiil a^waytf answer well enough for a country 

j irlllage, and stand a monument of the folly of the proie>/tors ; but 

let tho government and civil establishment move their iie*is*quarters, 
without loss of time, to ?ori Lincoln.*^ 
We suspect Mr. Jamas^s prediotioii will tiot be terified. Indeedn 



i 



9 



«1X XOVTMI IN SOUTIf AUSTRALIA* If 

lie himself admits cliat " every month this measure ii delayed, it ts 
tr^^Jc more difficult, And, therefore, ought iK>t to be postponed at all ; 
and, as though, after all his anathemas and false prophecies, he con* 
sidored the attempt a hopeless one, he says, page 157, ** If the 
head qiinrtcrs of the South Australian Colony should be decided- lo 
remain Jixed where they are at present^ in such an inconvenient inland 
place," — well, what then? Why, " Port Philip (which he describes, 
pae;e 205, as a pretty little colony between the two large ones of New 
South Wales and South Australia) will soon excel it in wealth and 
importance !** 

But why, Mr. James, all these objections to the site of Adelaide 
since you more than once assert that shecp^farming fs, and must bei 
the staple pursuit of the colonists ; and that '* the settlers, generally, 
mttst make up their minds, if (hey wish to do any yoodj to go at once 
into the bush as soon as possible T*' (page 12, and again, page 
109,) that, if the settler will but take your advice and *' follow his 
own sheep, &c., then it is of no conseqnence to him whether the head- 
quarters arc removed to Port Lincoln or not.*' 

But what has Mr. James to say to the fact, that both the town 
acres and the rural lands adjoining have already risen to a value 
which the most sanguine friends, and speculating capitalists, could . 
not have ac.ticipated;.the very best proof, in our opinion, of the 
estimation in which the ** miserable village ** is held by ih?. colonists 
as a commercial emporium 7 He shall answer for himself. ** With 
regard to the town acres,*' sayshe, nage 108, ** these* being limited to 
ore thousand, may rise a few of them, in gooil CMluutions, to even 
200/. per acre; but the bulk of them were obtainable in June, 
1838, when the author left, at about 30/. to 35/. each." Now, as we 
liavo tfiiown already, the author was not in the colony in June, 1838, 
Slaving left it on the 4th of May ; but let that pass. The assertion that 
the bulk of the town acre^ arc obtainable m the colony in June, 
1838, at about 30/. to 35/. each, is a gross falsehood^ and that Mr. 
James well knew when he wrote the parti^rapb. 

" We understand," ntyt the Smthtm AuttrtiHaH of Jvnt 13, " that fmlimidarjr 
eoontrv loctionii ire Mlling in Endand at 25f. per acre* l>ttrmc the latl week, town* 
•en No. 40 wai loM by enction bv Mr. Cock, end realised 1747. We bear alio that 
260L bee been offered end refesed lor fte{f a town-eere." 

The same Journal, of a later date (July 21, 1838), has the 
following: 

'* Por the iaforfQ&tion of ovr readers in England we insert a sbo?i ckcteh of tbe httfiA 
fdi sates of town land that hitc taken ptsoe within the last tea days, (rather more <h«a 
18 months since the town wis loeeted,) sad we eall their attention to Uiis list with 
pride, as one of the most «,onvittcing proofs thtt JBoutd be ciirea of the jndgment displayed 
tw our lets 8«fveyor*Oeoerel in his ehoict of the locality for the capital tdwa of the 
Frcviueet—- 

Acrs Bl Rumtle-streel.«».«,«o.«.« •..•« £300 
„ 83 Diuo •^««^**M»i #*«M«. 800 
.V 64 Ditto . •••«r«««*««».««*;« . 800 
,, 106 OrenfeU stieel ••**<>•«•««•«•«.•. 176 
„. 27 North Tenvee, sad \ " , . oaa 

\ „ 96 RandieHtteet J—^./-** «96 

«„ 698 Sonth Tomes •••4».«.4»««.«*. 100 
H 089 IMtto •«•••• ii.i 100 
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WJio, after this, will believe that* in June, 1838, the btilk of the 
town*acret were obtainable at aliout 301. lo 35/. each ! 

But in trying to account for the increased value of town land in 
South Australia, Mr. Jattiet it elsewhere guilty of another irreconci^ 
table contradiction. 

**Th« great cauie of tbk bigh prioe of " It » hardly fair to tboco rcspe<tuble 
laod in the towo it, that it it held pria* mtfttea, who are arriving in the Coloojr day 
etpalty (at leant ont-halQ by awea* by day, and naturally wish to purchnM a 
leet or monoDoliien ; either l^ pertottt quarter of aa acre to rcceifo their wooden 
Kviof \rt London, or by the Soatn Aua* hoo^te^, that the price of all the eligible 
tralian Company, Mr. Hach, Mr. OilleSt buildingptotsia the townthip should have 
Mr. Fieher, &c., to that the Gcvernment been raised, not bv the improvements 
• have no more to dispose of/'— pp* 148 9. marie in their lands ny tho absentee pro* .^ 

prietors themselves, but by the industry of 
those who have uailt npon the adjoining 
loto, right and left*'— page 1 49. 

.*Mn New South Wales,** says Mr. James, page 35, ** they [the 
town allotments] are sold by auction as applied for, and put up at 20f. 
each ; ai which price they are generally knocked down.** This sen« 
tenee is perhaps as wilful a mts-statcueiit as any which hascome under 
<(Air observation. It is the more inexcusable, inasmuch as Mr. James 
catne from Sydney, and boasts over and over again of his ** gr^at ex- 
perience in that c»)lony and Van Diemen's land." Let the following 
extracts suffice to disprove, or at least to throw discredit upon, Mr» 
James's statement. 

" In the jear 1831, Mr. Wentworth sold aear two acres of land, sitnaled in the 
miv street, and near the King*s Wharf, Custom House, Sydney, for 7,S00(., the whole * 
of which, ten yea^ previoosly, miglit have been bought for 35(M. 

'* Building allotments in Sydney^ la a fair situation, comprising a frontage of sixty 
feet, and a depth of eighty fset, could readily be purchased in 18S5 for from 70i. to 160/. 
In 1830 they usually brought at auction from 600/. to 1,500/., accoVding to their aiUia- 
tion."— *Afr. BcH^hir, of Zvtw South Woks, 

'* At the ^ale of Crown lands, which took olace last week, several altoimefl^J se- 
lected near tlie court-home, at Mailland, were oought ei the exceeding high pr.ce of 
2201* per acre. May 37«-*Two a11otm«nta of land in Macqoarrie>street, fronting the 
\ government domain, were sold by private ooatract, by Mr. Samuel Lyons, on Monday' 

i last, to the following gentleman t— Lot 8, 34 ft. frontage, to L. Doguid, Ksq., at 13(. 

I, IQi.— 4351. } Lot 9, 33 ft. 8 in., to A, D. Spaik, &q., at 121. IOp.^4151. 13i. 9d. 

t Jone 6.^0n Thursday, eight slIotnMBti of laoo la BridgS«atraet, part of the Old Lum* 

; ber«ysfd, were told by Mr. Jacqaea i isvea of them were pnicbased at 151. per fool, 

i Had the eighth st 15/* lOi* The purchaaefS were Mr. J. Hoghes, 3 s H. Jamei, 1 ) 

! Lyons, 1 ) Moatefiofs, 8 1 M'Doaald, 9.**«-^ftfe#y Iffsa/ter, Augmi \M. 1835. 

\ Let us bear, tioweveri if Mr* James has any more fltvourable ac« 

count to give of the falua of tbe rural lands« Thaso are hie words :-^- 

•• Whea the Author was ai Adelaide *' One handisd and ihlrtUarar seres of 
the eevntiy aeetiooi of eighty (c«m, which laiMl la s slats of astare, had bsea sold 
had heea perchaied and paid hi in Lea* ke 1000/. i H wu a^ioittog the Psik 
dc« St the rate of It. per acre, ajMraids of Lend, sad ea fhe rosd la the PenU^ 
twe yssvsainee [he aaya, psgt 64, '* h is tml$tr^^ 
, ihfii yesis liaes the lasd. waa boaght 
and psU fori* ivcrs hetai bswbid sheet 

Uis ssUkamit fot 7 w., bslog s tsH ef lOf, .. » , i 

each, bsiidei iwa ycsfs* iatetest, ud ae 
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littjcru even it that Mcrifice I Itbutjeeo ^ 

iboogK; Mcessary to iut« thti fict, u bo- 
torious ai ihe tan at nooQ-dayt to pat 
Eoglish readers t%n their guar J akiiiost tm* 
proper ttalements and priate«l causuUtioat, 
that a!l the rural land thrcnighouf the 
rountrj U worth 2^ pr acrol N#«i'i in 
tpiie of these accounts, I can slate, that 
with one or two solitary eiceptiont of land 
lalen adjoining the township, ike** that 
none of the eounfry srctioow era werth 
what thev havo cost. There ta, and al- 
ways will be, too much in the market for 
sale ever to command a high prire, or evett 
a f refit to the purchasers who hare bought 
•.t 20i. per acre*"--page 148. 

That there may have been one or two settlers who, through folly or 
improvidence» parted with their land at a loss» we do not denvt because 
thd;*e are fools and prodigals in erery comroonity.; and Mr. James 
takes care to tell us, that '* South Australia oCTers no esception to the 
general rule ;** but that the case to which he alludes forms the excep- 
tion and not the rule, his own admission in the postscript sufficiently 
proves. The 1 34 acres which he mentions as situated on the road to 
*' Port Misery/' and producing 1000/., belonged to his friend- and 
patron the ex-governor, and he might have added, (as the fact was 
known in England at the time he wrote his postscript,) that Captaia 
Hindmursh had sold another of his country sections for 1,000/* I And 
since then a preliminary country section of 134 acres has been sold 
by uuction^ sn the colonv, for 286/. But here is linother and a more 
recent startling fact iot Mr. James. The Colonisation Commissioners* 
agent at Halifax, in Yorkshire, under date of January 30, 1839, 
(notwithstanding Mr. Jam^^Vs oft*repeated advice, to his readers to 
keep their money in their pockets, as the price of land must come 
down,) writes that he has jdst bought a country section, Mo.' 47, for 
500/., and that on tHe previous day seven country sections (134 A) 
were sold for 400/. each, and ten town acrea bad lately been sold for 
3000M 

But why, it may fairly be asked, should Mir. James, **a stranger 
and mero visitor to South Australia,"* re«open in this countrv, in the 
Christmas of 1838, the discussion of a question long since closed by 
the colonists tueniselves? So far back as Jane 3« 1837, the editor of 
the South Amiralian Oatitte thus expressed himself in reference to 
the chosen site of the capital* ** We have , M personal reasons for 
being discontented with Adelaide* where the metropolis is now fixed. - 
As a residence, nothing can be more delightful or bMotiful. The only . 

* Mr. Jamei»more thaA esos, tSlts hhntsir *'s meit Visitor to ieoth AaatralSa.'' 
That he was svnh in Iruth, And perhapa aa anwatconle one, wa raadily aJrAi^} hut did 
he ao represent himself whea in the colony t We trow aot | at least Jndcin|> from tht 
rollowing extract from s lettef t&ft Ijrlog: hefore «a, we shoold sty that he rather 
•seamed the character of n, Merw tride^. '** Ade1aM«*, Jte* t5» te3B«-*/am«i now heie. 
Hii 300 head of tattle sspeeied the smi if aext laoathi and his agteed id allow iateitol ' 
of money, and the pick tif hit herd at Ihe aims pries they wonM have eoit as (rim 
BydofV by sft.^ Wt need hsrvSly inform the lesder, that tlie **ssp(eied'* esltls aif^iw, 
irrivsd,— Ml thirsby hingft a lale* 
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drawback — in a commerrial point of view, a gr^^ai one — is its dis* 
tance from tho sea or navigable waters. But we are enroura|;ed to 
hope, that tliis inconvenience may be remedied wlien the resources of 
the Province acquire development, or the capitalists of £ngUnd draw 
their purse-strings, to assist us with a canal or railroad, on the good 
leciftitjr weliope, at no distant period, to be enabled to offer them/* 
Does It nol seeroi then, as though Mr. James wished to throw the 
apple of discord amongst the Triands of the Colony iii this country, or 
to check that spirit of emigration to its shores, which be deemn to be 
little short of madness 7 *' No,'' replies Mr. Jaf^ies, ** I would not 
! dwell upon these dry details about the harbours, only that the situa- 

I tion of a port at the first foundation of a new colony, has so great an 

J influence opon the subsequent prosperity of the community, as to 

\ render the choice of it a matter the most important of all others." 

i Again, he declares* page 33, that '* it is hardly possible^ that such a 

blunder as this [the extent of the town] is, this Adelaide and Port 
Adelaide, can much longer be tolerated by the respectable parties 
about proceeding to the Colony, and there is not the remotest chance 
that the nnnatural abortfon can ever come to good." ** This," exclaims 
Mr. James, page 8, " is to be regretted exceedingly t" and we are 
sure the public will give him credit for the sincerity of his lamenta- 
tions, though they, with us, may differ from him. ijet us in our turn 
express our regret, that Mr. James was not called to the counci!- 
board of. 'Mhe intelligent and benevolent men who first started the 
idea of a British province in South Australia," in order that he m;glic 
have participated in the blessings he so devoutly calls down upon 
their heads ! 

Before we quit the town, we wilt just glancq at anotlier instance ot 
the harmony of Mr. James's statements. 

" The towe, ioclodiag the ptii Itiidi, ** According to the pUn of the town* 
Is already iight mUu nmod.''— page 33. ahip, juti pabiishcd by Arrowsmith, the 

author it irifurmed that it moaiuiaft »ixfMN 
miU$ rooad."— page ]49« 

Certamly, if, as Mr. James asserts, page 3% '* the squares are all 
on such a scale of magnitude, that were there any inhabitants in them, 
[bo elsewhere names one or two which he says are inhabited,] a cab 
would almost be required to get across them ;" we should say that 
sixteen miles was nearer the mark than eight. But Mr. James knows 
as well as we do, thai the bonndarv-lioe of the town was unalterably 
fixed long before he made his migratory tour through the province, 
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t !| not by Arrowsmith's map, but by Colonel Light ; and thati according 

\i to his aurveys, the town, including the park lands, is eight miles in 

^ b circtitniereAce and not sixteen. Mr. Jaroea likewise states, page 33, 

ft that tho town is eight miles from the port : it is only six t 



^1 



But will it be belieyed, thst the very man who ridicules the Ca-^- 
II missioners' ideas of concentratiott, denounces '* this monstrous extent 

\ i of Adelaide/' and charges the estimable atid talented surveyor with 

i Ij ** folly,^' in spreading it out on so large a scale, would himself create 

a town ** in the land-locked basin of Port Lincoln, along the margin 
of tite deep water, consisting of iiJr hu$ulr$d ^ndfortg acrcs,''--aboat 
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the same dimenr.ionf as Hoxnh Adelaide ! But he ffiuat first get into 
*-* ths land-tocked bas;n of Port Lincoln,^ before ha talics abou?: 
building his town. There is such a thing as covintirig one's chickens 
before they are hatrhedi — a lilunder into which iMr. James has fallen. 
It is hign iJme that, with our author, we should shake off from our 
feet *' the pulverized duRt of the camp at Adelaide." ** All New Hol- 
land/' he exclaims, page 11, *' a continent as larg^ as Europe, may 
be desctibed, as far as it is known, as being cursed with a general want 
of water; there are scarcely any rivers, and, for this reason, that thera 
are hardly any mountains:" and that South Australia is not exempt 
from the curse, he labours hard to prove. He proceeds : — 

** Which are the riven, aod whet tb^ir ** The only other riyen. Or rather rivu- 
neities, Ihtt rite id the nen Colooj 1 It lets, si oreaent known throu|^hottt this ini- 
^bf.reone!*'— pagw 130. mcoM Colony, are the liule atreamn, 

called 00 the roape the Torreoa sod the 
HiDdnitrah.''«-page 14. 

Now, W3 assert that both the Torrens and the Hindmarsh are 
rivers ; and, if Mr. James will take the trouble to consult his own p!&n 
of Victor Harbour, which faces page 99 of his book, he will perceive 
thaf he has there indicated another rivtr, *' Kangaroo River, and on 
page 19, he mentions '* the Para river." Mr. James hns besides 
omitted to include, in his catalogue of rivers, the rivers Angns and 
Onkaparingo, to say nothing of a number of recently discovered 
niojntain-st*%ams and yalttabfe rivulets, which flow through some of 
the districts already surveyed. 

And how, we should like to know, can our authoi reconcile such 
incongruous passages as the following ? 

" Thia paucity of rivers it th$ went ** That fnagtiificent river [the Morray] 

/«o!iir« io the picture of South Auttralin, Ja the very teaiore of all othera that ttampa 

aod mutt prevent toy thiog Jike a deoao Sooth Aottralia aa tuptrit^ t to the older 

or even nuroeioua population occupying colouiea of New ^South Wal<8 and Van 

the interior * t the country. In thit re tpect DictnenN Land. It w:ll bo the mat high 

it t'j inftrkr to New South VVaW, to Poit road, in a few years, of noft of tue wetlth 

Philip, and U> Auttralia Felix.* £vea and coromeKve of the country ; and the 

the important river Murray, large st it tt, prowlioff ctaoe^ tod the rank unprofitable 

and long at it it, will turn out not to fulfil reedt of i tke Alesaodrina, will be tur« 

the high eipectatioot which the t'liendt of routided by the boty hum of citiet, and the 

A*ittra1ia had formed of it ef^er the opirited BOver*failing tctolti ofiheerful iaduttry, 
oodertaking of Captaio 8tart.''-page 14. , sterlVitva did paint, apUqoe remit, 

Vidnst urbet alit, et grave aenttt tmtram.' 

HoaikCB.1 

^ •-fage64. 
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• It tt well kaowB that sU the rivets which inteitect this Dortioa of New HoUsad 
reicept die Olenelf , whkh is neither lor.g nor deep) Bow loto Soath Anttralia. . 

t Thir expreJtioB, u Mr. J amea originally wrote it, and at it appeared in thecolomna 
of the 5<wil* ilMilroHeii OouiU for March 10th, from whkh ha profettet to reprint it, 
ttooil thoa : ** aa immmuruhltf auperior.*' It is carioat to ao«ia in this sod other 
iottaocet what a dlil^ioat compleiioo thota parts of his work bear which were written 
whtUt he wet in the Coloay from theta wbicli have beea eooeoctod tiooa he lesched 
England. TLeia ia s perpetotl ttragde obtervable between contcioue knowMm and 
corrupt hiat, which hasbetniyed bia. lata aambarlias osntradietloas Crom whichl^a will 
ii«vcrbeabletoattricstakimsalf. . i . . i^ \ ^ 

Z The Ibllowiag words oufior Uia in tbi arigiaal $---« Aia aot tba Marrsy aad tha 
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^ Kvtv iht (rtii « Mimty* inclf with '* Thftt lh« Colony will ttltimatcif inc* 
ttft Ibfrmand mlet of iitvSg«t;ofi» •ccoriUiig ceed thtm is htrdly room for u o opinioor. 
to the gallant speaker [ColoDel ToneesL With such a harbour as Port Lincoln, aod 
will all end in disappointment/'— piige 130. tvek a rit«r o« th§ Murrny, and a Mil and 

climate tesembling Castile, it would bo n 
great reproach to English entorprito to 
doaU of ita anecoss/* — pagell* 

Bat why, Kn James, ** this wliolesale condemnation*' of South 
Australia for ** the paucity of its rifers T\ May it not turn out that 
there are other rivers, besides those already enumerated, which take 
their rise in the colony 7 Nay, do you not yourself tell us, page 144, 
that the natives seem all to concur in one story that a large lake or 
river exists in the north-west direction from Mount Lofty, and yon add 
it.\?ill probably turn out to be a river of considerable magnitude, 
emptying itself into Cambridge, Oulf in the north-west ? 

And since you admit that bjt little is known of the country, and 
hint, page 140, that it ** is very desirable that a sum of money should 
be voted to enable the government and inhabitants to know a little 
more than they do of the land they live in.** — why do you rashly pre- 
dict^ page 14, that a dense or even a numeroua population can never 
occupytheinterioroftha country? and again, page 131, thatSouth Aus- 
tralia ** can never number any dense population for want of rivsrs?" lf» 
asyoti Bay, page 194, ** the extent of the fertile alluviai liats of Gun- 
deghy^* watered by the Murrambidgee, and immediately a^joinin^ the 
settlement of Waframora in New &uth Wales, ** is great 'enotigti to 
maintain a much larger amount of population than that interior country 
is evi*r likely to possess, what is to prevent '' a numerous" and even 
'< a dense" population from vegetating, for instance, on the *' rich 
flats" of the Murray, to say nothing of the plains of Cowandilla 7 Why 
talk of the '* future greatness and prosperity of South Australia,** of 
'* its becoming one day or other a fine English colony,*^ and, ** an 
important and moitejy-making settlement," if the river **or rather 
rivulet" of its capital is barely sufilcient to supply its handful of settlers 
with fresh water, and its paucity of rivers mv,%i for ever prevent any 
thing like k dense or even nttm^rotti population occupying the interior 
of the cotlntry f 

But admitifng, for the sake of argument, that Mr. James h right, 
and that South Australia is curbed with this paucity of rivers«-*nayi 
that it has not one that springs up within the circumference of its own 
boundary linci stiM he has overlooked altogether the fact of the 
advantages it possesses for internal watcrcommunication. . These 
advantages are tJius clearly stated \u the South Australian Qaxetis for 
February 34, 1838 :— 

•• Thii igHenllurlit slid graiicr of New ftooth Wiles fitidi t}.e vslas of his prodtce 
decretse precisely la the ritio hs is diitittt from Sydney | still ia soom csfee it Will not 



Mitmmbidgee 6ftler f Aea 4lt ll» iMtrrt ^ AMeirfe P' Why doH Mr. J.iuiei avpTceae 
them t Simply bectoas ho atw II woakl Hot do to prim theaa after colKof the rivers 
Torreas and If iadmsnb HoirltA, sad reprsaenCing the colony sa alsHat deatitnte of 
«vsier lor thecsttto iadidonsitit psrpeeesb Yea, ihm vnpwttUn which, wlken Mr* 
Jtnea wu ii! the coloayi he eonld pnt into conpariaoa with tlie tfvo liigeai rivera ia New 
HoUtad^hepsiacaiatkbooinitiyiwiili the desMHty of ajttgfler|th<Mi|h sa IriahmsA's hstl 
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bear th« csMnM of sending to mafkil at alif htvhg no Inbiul vmtit'^PinwtuniffMm io 
8i}dnejf, Now, the lemarktblc fact to which v;e i«(|uAt atteotioo it, that (A# vM# 
wvUr-eommunicatien of tht territtirif of Kew South l^oUi Jlcwt into Snuth Auttratia» 
Look at the map, and van wilt see at a s^Uoce tt.at the ualural outlet o? ita mcM fertile 
regions is that part of Son^h Aoslralia which connects itielf roost directly with the river 
Muiray. *\\t 'gi-and trunk' htd high* way of all. The farmer to the wcitward' and 
northward of the Blue Mountains and of the Aostralian Alps, or White Mouatains cf 
Nev South Wales, is, in fact, nearer to the markets of So«ith Aastralia, when 1300 
t ' t7)iV« distant bv nfittert than he is to thr port of Sydney when dintant 30<1 mi1«i by hndm 
'i'he inl'abitanls of Yaes plains on the Morrumbingeei and of all the navigable streams 
which water the basin of the Murray co the aontb, are auddeoly placed in easy comma* 
nicat'ion with a sea-port. To Vtt9 noithward, the Liichlan riaing above Hamiltoo plains 
—the M&cqnarrie,— tho PM'.iing. — the latter river watering, befois it readies the Mur- 
ray, that immense tract of csvatry stretching froto 152^ east looKitude to latitude W, 
form Te«dy-mad^ roads to market, th^ value or which may Im appreciated bv turniog the 
mind to the United Stutes of Noith America, where internal navigable commufticatiot 
has raised an empire in a few brief years, which^ without that aid, all the genias and 
enterprise of the world combined, could not have eflected in centuries* Wherever, there- 
fore, we say, the sea-pert of t^c capital of South Australia lie placed, nearest and easiest 
of access from the Murray, there tl;e New Orleans of this new empire b at ence formed* 
We have the Great Murray for its sister, tfco Mississip^ ; the Darling for the Missouri ; 
the Mbmimbidgee for the Ohio ; ai^d, what is iS!<>rb. we command alTth^ advantigesof 
those great rivers, without the ilUliealth of any of them* The yellow-fever ani tlie ague 
are QOKnowa in New Holland. Nar is this aU ; w% have not to remain idle, or wait 
long for the piaduce of ot^r industry. In prociMing up the Murray and its tributaries, 
wc nro not led into the solitary desert, but Into the midst of herds and flocks, and of 
population — such as it is. We go tkfre wi the welcome and iinexpteted purchasers of 
then goods. The inhabilantu of the Mitrnirobidgee see t new value added to their pio- • 
|.erty — a new market established for its disposal. They bring down to us their wool uimI 
tfieii* stock, and take back in oxchange the lugar, tea, tobacco, and other neeess&riei of 
Inxurios we have p.'ovided for them, lliere is nothing vbtonarv or problematical in 
what we state. Stock aod sheep are on their way over land to tbia piiovince bv thoa* 
aands at the moment we write. A year of two OtOire, and the ateaa-lMat will euect all 
the re«t. Let it never I* -> forgotten that this ia merely incidental to our poaition, and 
calculated to excise and encourage eoter|>rise witLin our propr province. In eveiy 
direction where the foot Af the explorer has been, vrt hear •f the fichnesa and capability 
of the soil— the luxuriance of the grasses— the maspificence of the timber — the abuixlanoe 
of fresh water~-the friendlv disposition of the nativeit* From the north-westorn point of 
the Murray, In latitude 33^, across to the head vif Oulf Bt. Vincent, forming a magnificent 
peninsula, we can assert that there ts but ofM opinion of Its snrpassiog &anty and fer* 
tility. Nor ia the most distant point twenty milu from ntvlgubie water. The land on 
Hardwicke'a Peninsula also is reported to M excellent, m well aa that on both aides of 
Spencer's Gulf. Farther westward, within the limits of the previnee, we hear of the 
cxHtonce of large rivers, navigabtn for veneb of any aiae, far bpwarda of thirty roilea 
from the sea." 

South Australia beiriji; tandor tiM) eune (Mr. Jatues^i eursf;) of waui 
of water, he naxt, and very natofally, represenU it aa labotirioe under 
all the usual evils of drought, so teculiar to New Holland^ although 
the ftssertiODi like all hat oth^if , n/unacconipadied bjf any cprrobo« 
rative fact. 

*' No wonder that Bonth AuMralb - " By t ftgbter kept tsry acearatoly 
laboara under all the isualevib of drought it Government house, dnrinff the wboU 
s0 pfculiar to New Holland ia geaeni/' of the year 1837, it rained Il5 days, and 
•^^ 13, 13» Wtt fine and dear i60 ; and thb may be 

. .\' ' ■ ) fsckoned vpuiaaalairavenigtofaieriea' 
af ysara.*'«<^pagi 1 0« 

A eountrv in which it fttl!li, dil to tirMge, ItS dtnri out of 365, 
oiin hardly M said to ** hbdttr fitfdet all the uaua* evifs of drou^ht.^. 
Bbt Mr^ Jamei has o.iiittad to thititbii tti^t Sdilth Atistrafta h visited 
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b]r strong dews ; and does he nul know that Chih' opd Eg:ypt9 two of 
the finest corn countrie^v have no rain, but are fertilized by the over- 
flowing of their rivers and the falling of the dews ? 
I Mr. Wade, of Van Dieoaen's Latid, in describing his visit to the 

I colony, but since which time he his gone to reside in it, says, " Tho 

\ longest continuation of dry weather waa three weeks ; tins, I was 

I informed, wa% a very unusual occurrence; the numerous genial 

1| showers quicken vegetation exceedingly/' Captain Hurst informs us 

i that when he was in the colony it rained six weeks successively, and 

i for ScX days in torrents : and Uaptain Duff ausures us, that he never 

I witnessed any sjfmptoms of drought, nor does he think the colony 

will ever be subject to it. Mr. Gouger, the Colonial Secretary, says 
i that ** throughout the summer hardly a week occurs without the most 

fefi'T.shing showers." 

Not only,'' says the editor of the South Australian Gazette ^ No- 
vember 11, 1837, *' have numerous streams and springs been dis- 
covered ; but since our arrival iii the colony, towards the close of the 
last year (1836), there have been none of the long droughts to which 
Sydney and Van Diemen's Land are subject. Wehave had rain generally 
at the full and change of the moon. During last summer, no rain 
fell for a period of three weeks ; and this it the longest time we have 
been without it. The dews,'' he adds, '* are sometimes very heavy, 
and we need not tell an agriculturist what an excellent substitute they 
are for a shower." 

Again, page 1 1 , Mr. James describes the land in the neighbourhood 
of Victor Harbour as well-watered ; and pa^ 09, he says, that ** there 
is always an abundance of fresh water on its shores, in ponds, all the 
yesr round ;" and page 21 the Mount Lofty range, in breadth about 
20 or 30 miles, contains, in its whole extent, ** somewhere about 
half a million of acres of a pret'g well wafftred mountain pasture." 
How do statements like thnse quadrate with his assertions that the 
i colony is subject to droughts f 

I But the truth comes cut at last. Not only does Mr. James assure 

; OS that the climate is dry, ** so that the comparison on this point [with 

I New South Wales] is very much in favour or South Australia," but he 

informs us that with economy there is abundance of water, not only for 
man and beast, but for all the puiposes of vegetation I ** If/* says 
he, poge 20, ** the settlers will economize water, and find some means 
of keeping it when it falls, and not let it run awa^, they may, in a few 
years, luxuriate in all the goo^l things of this life ! f** But it being 
absolutely necessary that he should contradict himself, on page 108, 
lie counsels ** the settlers on the plains of Cowandilla" iiof .to expend 
their capital in digging water-holes for the support of the cattle," and 
^ in expedients for damming up the water 1 1 

Mr. James praises the cliniate 6f South Australia, which for eight 

j months of tlie year, he says, is as fine and salubrious as any person 

\ can desire and imagine* ^ From April to November, he declares, it 

** may challenge comparison with the most favoured rei^ons of tha 

K' ^be, and is in every respect suitable and even delicious to an 
elishroan'a tutea and feelinga ;^ and he adds, ** I bavo sometimesi 
ip m mornings of April and Mayi whilst inhaling the .pure and balmy^ 
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ftir of Mount LoTty, fell & jpositive pleasure in mere antmal existence in 
the act of breathing.'* On page il, lie compares the soil and climate 
witli those of Castile; on page 21 he eulogises its 'Vdryness,** an4 
on page 39, he characterispj it as 'Vdelightfullj miid.'^ 

But still he complains that *< from f,he latter end of November, all 
December, January, February, and part of March, the heat is op- 
pressive and almost intolerable.** He adds, *' / have »een the ther-- 
mometer in thein uncomfortahU months^ [our veracious author ** ate 
his Christmas dinner'* at Melbourne (see page 155,) enroute to South 
^UAtra^ia, and did not arrive in that colony until the I9th of January 
1838,] in a dark room, n'tarly closed up, and with a thick roof of 
thatch over it, as high as 96 i not once, but a dozen different days ; 
and, if the instrument is hung upon a wall in the direct beams of the 
sun, it rises to 140 !"^ He ukewims states, that the pulverized ** dust 
which, from its extreme fineness, penetrates everything,'* of course 
finds its way into the settlers' eyes, and a '* three months* attack of 
opfjtbalmia is the frequent consequence,** whilst, aa a matter of course^ 
** half the people have gnt bad eyes !" He says, notwithstanding, page 
21, that '< except the ophthalmia before complained of, the. writer caw 
nothing indicative of disease. The inhabitants ma^ be said to live 
almost constantly in thfe open air-^retain for a long time their English 
ruddinccs of complexion-^apj^e^jr free from the prevailing diseases of 
New South Wales : viz. the dysentery and influensa, and even the 
childi'en, when kept clean^ a very difficult matter in summer-time, look 
plump and chubby." 

Wc now turn to Mr. James's estimates of the soil and climate of 
South Australiai and here our quotations must be somewhat 
lengthy. 

' '* The charactor which itampa Ihe South " Ths soil of South AusCf alia, as far as 

Australian cliir.ate at most valuable in tho country haa been explored, u aiiperior 

the eyes of the settler ia its peculiar adap* to that of New South Wales asJ Van 

tatiou to sheep-fanmiQg, and the growih Dieinen*s Land ; that is, there dees not 

of wool." — page 20. appear to be so large a proportion of bad 

*' But in a country like South Aus- sou as eompared with good, as notoriously 

tralia is proved to be, unfit for extensive obtains In the olde»' colonies, where out 

cultivatioD, and only adiplod to tho growth of 20 icres it may generally be reckoned 



* liiis IS one of the many attempts whf^h Mr. James makes to impose upon his 
readers. We have already atated that be wa& only three montha and a hair in ''he 
colony ; that is, from January IH. to May 4, 1838 ; although he proclaims on his title 

Cigc, sad at p^^ 205 of his book, that he was " tit months tn Sooth AustraKa."^ 
ere, in his description of the air, soil, and climate, he tries to make the pub!k believe 
that he hail personally experienced all the cbsnsea of the seasons, and that *' from the 
latte: end of Novim'^er, aU Otatither, January^ February, and pert of Marcl « h$ luid Mtii 
tne thermometer, ao Jiose uncomfortiible months, as high u 9d^ ! not once but n do'^n 
different days 1" whereas he did not set foot, in the colony until January 19th. And at 
page 79 he refers tide reader to bis Gardener's Manual, which, ssvs hS^ " as the anthor 
was aiwaya fond of gardening, he bu drawn np for the aie of Ihe settlers In Sonth 
Australia. ^ They i^re," he adds, " oilered with jevest modesty (Y) to thoee of his friend* 
near Adelaide, who understand the thing much oetler than he does ; but In the abasnos 
of any other manna), and till there b s Setter, he hopes they i&ay be Soceptable V^ ■ He 
inscnbes hh ** Manual" to *' the Landowiiera of Soath AQStftlTs/' aad it MWftGSS all 
the twelve month* of the yest I Wfaatittipadettc^i 
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^ woel, tu4 Ui* Muriof «l iMt 4tUl«/' all over tbo territoiy that one are ii good 
£ce«-— Me207« and 19 t>ad. It U, generally tpeak- 

«• Sooth Awtftliif lika ill other eolonfei ing , far superior in ^uih Austniti}>. and 
of Noir'Holiaiid, li aifivly « fMiuifvl the rriendtoftbe Surveyor^Gfineral have 
OJNrtilty. It ii wool, boI #bett* that wiN aUted, that be chos3 the situation of the 
Mke tbo aaltlen rich/'— mgi 907« town /i>r the tiehnta «/ th$ wiL tLough 

*'TheiOla al<Rt«nolohott«diia ibt it i« the first time, most hkely, m the 
aariVSottth Aaittalitbsrahetb-luallnf.'' history of colonization that sach a reason 

U% • '-' ■■ " has been adduced. There is an abundance 

I of good soil all over :he Covrandiha 

pirins, stretching from the Joot of the 
' - ttoantains to wiihin a mile or two of the 

mangrove Sv^amps on tli4 iidge of the salt- 
' vraterereeki. In short, lfc«r# <i more good 

iml thnnuUlh§ required for many vetr$*4 
*' •\ Mwt; it is generally composed of 6 rich 

loim, averaging about nine inches thick. 

j ./ .,» on fi substratum of coarse calcareous rock, 

; ,' : » and thnuyrH the virh4;le extent of the pUitti 

) , fpond tho' uttlement gives evidence of 

having bean, tt no very itmota perio<«. 

covtiivd by tht lai \ ovary stont yoa p\^k 

ap tidiQg a pari of tha rock, and exhiblltfig 

acoogerlatoflittlashclli. Over the hilts* 

. ? : tkt t»il «nd wgelatUm h Hi// Jin'^* *^^ 

V , the author visited a tract c( country be* 

twecB the ttoantains and the mcuth of the 

! Murray, that seemed to contain nearltf 

'■'-•'" 100,000 ami of netlltnt Hch lot/, in 

,i many p/actit^ddy/or l^#p/oii/;^« At tha 

bead of the Gulf of St Vincent, tbo land 

/ ) : , get^lowand swampy, and at the spring* 

'I tidos is overfbwed to a great extent, and 

' '■■''"' exbibiU a waste of waters. Towarda tba 

hills, about Cockatoo Valley, and ^ho 

Para river^ the soil is again high and dry, 

of a rich chocolate colour, and topahlt of 

Ifrwrln/jflnv'MwF.**— pp. 18» 19, 20. 

I •• Victor Ilnrbour is tlie neighbourhood 

i of a rich and valuablo country. It ta 

.1, distant only ten miles from lake Alexan- 

,;; drina, where 0tit fftouMiid ocrf I, /or « ay 

* t pvrpoies of etf/i/vslion, in worth all Kan* 
/•::... : i y.'- garoo Island put togetkier/'-^page 9. 

«• The land cbout AdJaJcle will grow 
ryoi"«-page 2iO« 

" All the hundreds of buUocka now 

omployod dragging up waggon-toads of 

'^ • ' < ' ' • luggage and mercn&tidixe from Adelaido 

Swamp to Adelaide Township may the& 

* (when * another town rises up m tha land* 

dioked basin of Port Lincolii I'T ba dia* 

' ' panaed with» ejidgom alongMag, at tftay 
•itfM 10 Mat ifaaa fanf ^A0f/'-«-pagi 

- Sd. 

«' Kara [it tbo Oonrt-boiiaa] aiaamblt 

Boat of dia atrattgaia ar ?iaito« to lietaa 10 

tha daaply IntaMiUiif eaiaa that ara going 

^ • . fetwaid tiafoft a hundred apo6Utora» «A# 

i ' wmUd h$ httltlr &mpl»3f9d fhitghHii.***^ 

pottM. 

^* All th« Wllocb atid honoa hi the 
ftttony^ lotraad 4* U^^ mpbffH el tAa 
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pitugh, art emploved at this {tht ean^fing 
UfarV*-'-|Mge 88. 

" Keep the plough going."— pan 2 14« 

'* Buy time for the plough and fpade* 
Coolinve towing wheat all thia month 
[April]."— page 216. 

'* Keep on sowins whetU*'— »page216. 

" Plough for barley and oati, ioA aow 
for a general crop."--'J6iil. 

** PiCngh away : tliie aort of wor1icaa« 
BOt be overdone.^— page 2 1 9. 

'^Ploughtttff may fenerally go on lA 
South AuBtrafia nine montba sn the year } 
all. indeed, except Pecember, Janoary» ' 
and Pabnitry/'— page 266. 

Here is a labyrinth of folly and absurdity— a maze of contradietioaa 
and pcrnlexitiesy through whose tortuous winding;s it wou!d be 
impossible for the most qutcksighted to grope their way. *' South 
Australia is onty adapted to the growth of wool ; it is mir^ljf a pas- 
ttirtt coantry/' &c. i and yet its soil is '* rich/* *< ready for the 
plonght" and ** capablo of growing anything f ttnd there U nothing 
In the vegetable kingdom that Mr. James does not recommend beins^ 
cultivated I Again be asserts " it is wool and not what that wifl 
make the settlers rich ;'' and ** next to sheep (page 122)| the breeding 
of cattle will turn out of most adrantage. After cattle, th^ breeding 
of horsnii will pny most profit ; and after honesi pigi r Agrioultura 
is not once mentioned as a likely source of profit ; and yet Mr. James 
exhorts the colonists tc '* keep the plough going nine months in the 
year/* and finds fault with them for not growing their own wheat 1 1 
"But there is nothing like going the whole hog ; and our author has 
done so with a veneeance« Page 38, ** he [the-emigrant] rj:^'L^v« 
nothing to do withland, and not buy no inch of tt«^ Page 108, be 
is '* not to own a brick, or an acrr of land in any part of the colony i** 
and yet he is to plough and sow, ay^ and to e;athr,r into bams! 
. But, a^ler all, Mr* James elsewhere asserts, ^*if the settlei would da 
any good f he must go at once into the bush, tend his slieep, and 
rough it foi* four or five years, when he will have the satisfaction of 
converting *< each of his hundred pounds that ba took with bira into 
thousands !*' But we mnsf io Mr. James the iostice to add, that, 
while he advises em.«^nts ** not to bay any land whatever/' he telle 
them to go and rent it. 

What, agaiu, can bo mora fattaeboa and bewildering than the 
following ? 

" la a couBlry ^ South Australia it *' It would aol be citdiled b LoodoBy 

fnvtd to be, unfit for exteniiTe caltifatba. 8j^n«y,,or Hobart Town, that, although it 

n and only adapted to the mwlk oC wom ia tbr^ years liecs the labd woa sold end 

f uad lbs rearing of catUs/' Ice.— ps|s 161« ptki fc<, ;J^ <i aol le ihi$ how [Mareh 



', 1638] ess iii^(tpli«£|k thm hot ootr 
hnk§ tlU Md tf South A'^Strolk T^-f. 64« 

« 

tf the plough baa never broken the aod of a country eomprisinif 
nearly 300,(K)0 square miles, or 192,000,000 acres, hoc» can it hava 
been proud to b$ unfit for extensive enlUvetion f And how does Mf» 
Jame£ recoadlo anch an aaeertion wMi Ma deelaieikKii page 19^ that 



i 
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** be visited a tinci of conntry between the mountains and the mouth 
of the Marr:ay that seemed to contain nearW 100,000 acres of excellent 
tick joi7» III many plaeee readp for the plough^ and that towards the 
bills alwut Cockatoo Valley a«id the Para river, the soil is high and 
dry, or a rich chocolate colour. Mod capable of g^jwing any thing ^'^ 
with many such like adMlssions? 
Once more* 

•* The liud tboat Adsliids Is set cska- **Ths situatioo of thit [Mr. Allen*! 
Islsd to mtks sat very gtest ittsm fbr , girden] which belongs in Goveruxpent, 
the lirg« fjpiul iBit lettlt bf sipsadsd int tie^n judieiouftty aelocled ; it it s low 
ea iU"«— psgs 106« iwtmn^ piere of land, to the wett of the 

township, tod hsi foimerl^ beisD flooded ; 
in lome placet it it verjf iich dLrk mould* 
on tlie usnal Hmettone rock, and ctptble. 
with plenty of miinure and profuse water- 
^ ing, of producing a%tnnisoing crops of 

twth English and colonial vegeUibles. 
• • * The Ireet wtnt cutting 
down, and the cowt of neighbours kept 
from the cabl>aget by a tntutanttal fcncOt 
mnd then U wohU bring in 1,000(« a year*** 
—page 80. 

" At this ptovince must become, tome 
day ur other, e wine country, March will 
alvitya be an important month, at this u 
the vinUge."-^page *213. 

"An orange orchard near Adelaide, 
of twenty acres, tvoifM h.Hng in l,000/« 
ayror*"-— pageSU. 

A thousand a gear each from a kitchen garden and an orange 
orchard, and the promise of a rich vintage; and yet» *'the land, 

Kod as it is in many places, not worth 5e. an acre/ and '' not calcu- 
jtd to make any fery great return!'* Can any thing be more 
absurd f 

Mr. James, in his postscript, states, that South Australia " is very 
foolishty called 'the Land of Promise;"' and ye: he himself pre- 
dicts, (page 20») that, if the settlers will but economise the wnter for 
the purpose of artificial irrigation, it wil! soon become a Southc/n 
Goshen. But he shall deliver his own prophecy. 

** Indeed, thers can bt do doabc that South Anttralla mill in time ht a vtnf ubundani 
cMfM fry. If tlie aettlera will eoonomiae water, and find tome moans of keeping it when 
h fells, and not let It ma away, they may in e f$w yean lutuHate in ail the good thingi 
ef thit lifi* \Vhatever> (o m aesn of vegetable produce in \he markets nf Lisbon itt 
Cadis, Sicily or Algiers, (he settlers la the new Colony may equally command* It la 
peculiarly the country of the grape and melon, orangey and lemons, figs, olives, pome- 
gfanates, nM loqaets, and evea at Its pieaaat iufant atata arodnces as fins nelonft as 
thsLovant." \^ 

The Colonial cSteretary has recently stated » that Mr. James baa 
predicated abOf e, even more favourably of South Austrilisi than be 
lumself, with all bis predilei^tiona scad personal observationsi would have 
▼entinred to do I ' • 

. . On lb« subjtel of Sotttb Australian ahecpfarisiittg^ we bate stumbled 
upon two paragrtpha^ Urbiob #e aiast leftve Mr. James to reconcile, . 
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'• No proHu of tlieep-ftrmir^fr, mtt art " Tht general character of llie countrr, 

lYi9v undoubtedly are, would cnsble aoy at far u it ia at preunt loof^o, may no 

gra'iier to give 5i. an acre for land, io a aald to h» such aa to miuird frtm tvo u 

counUy which rcqtiiieii, on an a«emg«^ un Jivt arrei to/Ml a $h4$p9 and fioio fifteoil 

arrfi to f$td 9 Jk«f/K— which it the cane all to twenty acn» to feed a cow«"-^p4 163* 
over hfew Holland and Vat DiamoQ*a 
laod."— page 39* 

For Mr. James to leap ftoro ** two to fire," and from five to «• ten,** 
is a trifle, seeing he can with so much ease and appav^nt nonchalano^^ 
faliifyall facts, companions, dates, figures, and comphtations. '* From 
fifteen to fwenty acres tc feed a cor r* in a country where the land in 
its natural state yields from two to three tons of hay per acre ! Why, 
in this country, fa^o acres will feed a bullock. Besides^ our author 
tells us, pace 108^ that ** there is plenty of grads at present in the 
interior, and grass costs nothing ;^ and, elsewhere, that in the winter 
time he brought a sort of cock's foot from the mountains six feet 
high I 

Can any contradiction be Inore fiolent than the following? 

" Soath Aotiralia, thoogh s «iii«iiiifiil '* Thoie who have apeenlatcd in toim 
ahoep and catUo covntry, wtU never arrivs landa At Adelaide, will not listen to any, 
•I oHv vary gr««l coaiNMreial hnportaw««*' the leaat breath of, objection to tlie beauty 
—page 13 1* and auitableneaa of t*at apot, for # gtaef 

' aAumfrciel cif3r."— fMkge 146. 
^ • • " The raveaoee arising from the deties 

00 importa BBiffht lie nado to amount to 4. 
tttj contiderablo asm ( and tbsra wonld 
be 00 dif&calty, tafii at tho ftment aitf- '^"^^ 
iiMiiC, of levying lO.OOOI. a yoar, wiihmU 
ih§ tiifhtozt in€mtv9tiUiK€ :o CAt pitblk^ ' •» 
page 137. ^ 

What, Mr. James I Could you draw a retenoe of 1C,000/. a year 
without the slightest inconvenience to the public, from the imports 
of an infant Colony ; ** with, the chances*' (as ton sav in your post- 
script) **/or ihe fre$€ni greatly against it s" whose chief town you 
have pronounced **an nnnaturkl abortion ;** whose port you stigma- 
tise as ** wretched and inecnvenient ;'* and whose inhabitants yoa 
represent as ** congregated in the miserable village of Adelaide, and» 
without growing a potatoe, being dependent for every meal of victuals 
upon foreign supply T*' Were your representations to be depended, 
upon, we Aould sav thai they were rathe' oljects for alms than sub* • 
jects for taxation. No wonder you were invited to fb«i Colonial Board* • 
for you are indeed a very clever, thoagfa a very hard-bearted Aoancier : 
-^lO^OOOl* a year from the pockets of 5,000 miserable |>ottttoeleia 
settlers I Hk is sometbinr lixe getdDc blood out of stooes. But to 
be senotts : why may not South Australia become commercially im* 
portantt Ton have toM us, (page 21,) that **it wQIimni rival tbe 
older colony cf Sydney io the fineness, if not in the i^nantitT of its. 
wool;** and yoo elsewhere assert» that tbe opeDrog of Victor HartKmr 
will ensure to it the coastitig trade, ^ whiM the ibteign and eiport 
trade nust» io spite of the first uofbttooalo seitction of Adelaide, bo 
all carried on at Ptort lincolo : aod agaio, aa thoogb to make aa- 
ooraoee doobly sore, yoo declare, that its. omgotftDeot rtvtr, the 
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Mnmjf Will, in a few yearAt be the great high road for most of its 
wealth and t^inmerce* What, then, m ' to prevent South Austraiiat 
•tamped already by your own hand aa superior to the older colonies 
of New South Wales and Van Piemen's Land, in soU, dryness of 
the climate, in possessing such a port as Port Lincoln, and such 
m river as the Murray,*— as to oosfcy tuptriwr to them in its entire 
freedom from ctnmctt and umvicliini, and as bidding fair to out* 
strip them m sheep-farming,«-^what is to prevent the new colony 
fiom attaining a commercial importance commensurate with its naturtd 
and physical capabilities t If Sydney, inferior in so many points of 
comparison to-tne new colony, presenta ** many other openings, be* 
aides farming and grating, and capital may be advantageously em* 
•ployed there in Uade and eommercc, whaling, banking, and some 
sort of manufactures,** why cannot these and olhcr pursuits be foI« 
lowed in South Australia, with equal, if not greater advantage and 
success, in proportion to iu population ? 
In two adjoming pagips Mr* jaoses contradicts himself most flatly. 

*< The mat and lUrtBg wtat of sit '* Whtt is to pievcot their raising bar 

:poHB iaoo« of the r ' • ** "^ * ' " " 

South Aiittiilia.'*--ft9e 



•>, 



^ipofts is ODO of the prifidps] evils of lcy» oats, matce^ polaioes, brtOi onioDS, 

» ISe. apples, ctjrrants, turnips, hnj, boftrds. 



baueQs» aod scaotlmg* laths aod shiogtes, 
soap, candles, V«er. batter, cheese, tobacco, 
piss, poultry, leather. 6ce* They should 
all bo raised io tho Colony hgfcr$ 4xpcrti 
wri much talktd if, and not brought as 
they now ato from tho adjoining Colonies 
of New Scnth Wales and Vaa Diemen's 
Iand/'--f age 139. 

On imports he is as much at variance with himseif ar on exports. 

" The ftrst step towaida exptrlJog is to '* In many pi«?ioas schemes of this 

pet an end to th$ n^tumt importt of fann aatnre, the colony has ofldn. in Its b* 

produce Trom Sydney and Van Dietfnen's fancy, nearly perishml for want of pro« 

Land. Nowiethe>{^4 year of ib«C8ta« tisions; but in South Aostralia this is 

blishmect. it is high tims Sonth Anstiaitt iaipossible, fiom its facility of commn* 

sbonid lesve 'off buying her wheat asd nicating with the more abundant and 

flour. ttiavtoOp beef, and porh. from tbe long-established neighbouriag colonies of 

adjoining eolonies. Soch ca«goM afior Ktm South Wiles and Van Diemen's 

cargoes of these things, Imnedistel? eml* Land. w/irr« pn^dcm ere clmiyi f# So Aed 

gration slackens, will drito tvery meeo of ol meitrl^ prien.'*— page 300* 
money from the colony, and lest Cr it com* 
paraUYcly without a shUling/*«-pago 139. 

Leaving Mr. JameSffor the hundredth time* to reconcile his own 
eontradictbns, we will here expose one of his subtle fal^i^^s. AU 
though South Australia U now *Mn ihej{ftk year of fts establish* 
ment»*' (i. e. from the date of the passing of the Act declaring it a 
British (U'ovince,) it is little more than two years since the first settlers 
set foot on its shorss (the pit>vince was proclaimed by the Governor 
on the *<awafnps*' of GIenelg» on (he 28Ui of December, 1836); and 
Mr. James himself Infoirms us, page 64, that matters had been ma- 
naged so badly in the colony, trp to March, 1838, that the counti*y land 
was not ready (br allotment, emph,atically adding, *«Th.;re le not 
to this hour [hfa letter, from which we quctet appeared in the Shuik 
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Auitralian (hzeite of hUr^ 10, lind it significanily tigned 'Lack- 
land* — did he lack tidthini; besides ?j cm nngle plough thai ha$ ev&t 
broke the $od of South Australia.** We put hf then, to this candid and 
impartial writer, with what show 6f reason or conaiatency ha could 
declare, in the Christmas of the same year, ^< It is high time Soutlh 
AusU*tlia should leave off buying her wheat and fiouri'* 

nut neither again is Mr. James's statement true, that in March) 
1833, <*one single plough had not broken the sod of South Aus- 
tralia/' Mr. Oouger, the Colonial Secretat7» saw two acres ploiighed 
up before he left <he colony in November, 1637. Itie Rev. T. Q. 
Stowe, who, Mr. James assures us. ** is an honour to his cherf^h/' 
writing to Kneland in Murch^ 1838, says, ** One half E^^dges the 
plough its facile conquests of thesa beautiful parks ;*' and Mr. Giles, 
writing on the 14th of the previous month, says, ** Wa have Just 

Fathered in our little harvest of wheat*, barlev, Oats, and maise, which 
avc proved of the best quality, and amazingly productive T' 
On no subject has Mr. James betrayed his ignorance so icuch as on 
that of land. He is an advocate for cheap land ; and, were his princi- 
ples of colonization to be acted' )«pon in South Austtalta, he would sell 
the land for any thing he could get for it, and plunge iu settlers Into 
a worse condition than befel the* first adventurers to Uie western shores 
of New Holland. But, unfortunately, the fundamental principle of 
holding the balance triu between the capitalist and the labourer- 
sending out no more labour than Is adeqoate to the soil, aiid of keeping 
the upset price sn(Bciently hig^ to prevent the labourer from becoming* 
a landowner, until he can provide a substitute, stands in Mr. James's 
' way. He soon, however, disposes of it. *' The plea,'^ says he, ** set up 
by the sellers of . the land, fhat you pay the 20#. not for the lai^d 
itself, but for the la'oour sent out9' is^ a mere mvstification of thli 
business, and, as far as the purchaser is concerned, is of no Coose« 
quence at all to him.** Having thus summarily ^ot rid of the stumbling- 
block> he goes on pell-mell, cutting right and left. 

We have strung together a few of his absurd hypotheses witU 
respect to the value of the land, rather for the amusement of the 
reader, than witli the Intention of giving them a serious and formal 
reply. \ 

'* This [!<• per teto] <• a grent deal too dear, and h thought la New-8ottth Wales 
sad Vaa Die tan's Land u> bo tlio foidt, apon ^leh the whide ooaecra will be wfocked. 
People in New Sooth Wtlas, wh^ro lbs ptkm h avs ibilttogs M aero, ealcalato that 
abeep would not poy even it that, anlsta the porehaaOr oomvaao alayM badk riin ; and 
tkey prefer re'^.tlos a lectioa at twetity abtlliogt yearl/, which Is ahoot a fartbing and a 
half Mr acre I— >pam 149. 

'* There cannot be any donbt that if the pries ef lead n Soalh Anatralia had been 
mi penny per acre tent, ea setea years' leases^ with the option of boying it at any 
,v.u48e daribg the cootinoanoe of ^tbe lease at lldrty years' pdiehaae, ur hiff-a-ermon on 
ffiva, there mnat hawe bectv a very itroog preference given to the new coHioy i bet ttOs. 
per acre, or even 13s., u H has oac# been, is the perfectioa of folly, beeaoae (t is not 
worth U for any parpmea of paataia or c^ltl^aoB/**-^ge 151. 

*^ Good as the Inad is la many placai, i^ Is ttol wordi aiMS than 6*. ftit acre, aad matt 



' ^ Tbs anUior has ssoa a tsiapis ef wb^l taiiad rjar Ad^liids, sad ftsat hems tkt 
RiipMiBl837« F* 



32 AX 2xro8URB or jambs'i 

ultiinatoly be fiied^l tliis price ; ttid* tftn th«n, unlett yoa select jrorr iniichese with p> 
much skill ns to coramtod the edjoiniDg run or ftctnt pasture forever, end is eitent Ate 
timee es much i% jon pnrchsiet it would be mednoss lo gift so high t price ts te. per 

. tcre."->Hpsge 39. 

" In breadth it Hhe Mount Loftv reogo] may be about twenty or thirty miics, end it 

, eontaina in its whole extent somewhere about half « ^ntUion of acres of a very pretty well* 
watered mountain pasturage* aboanding in fine timber for building purposes as well as 
ior (enoing* wheidwright'a work» &c., mud varik tw§ 'tt thrm •hiUiugi per flcrf.'*—- 
pegeVi, 

ill Mr. James aware tliat land cannot be purchased iii any Dritish 
Colony for less than 5«* an acret and that the price of land in New 
Booth Wales is raised to 12«. an acre ? 

But the simplest^ the readiest^ and we opine the best answer to our 
croaking author, will be just to set down in ngure% (for figurei cannot 
lie) the actual and prc^resstTe sale of land from the foundation of the 
Colony to the present time. The account stands as follows :*^ 

Acres. 
Land sold by the Commissioners in England up 

to December 7, 1837 •*•••••• 64,358 

during the year 1 838 .••••••• • 37 ,800 

in January, 1839 •..,. 6,800 

in the Colony in .^Jy, 1838 (the Jirgt 

week the Land OflBce was opened) «>••••••••• 1,502 

* ■ August 15 and 29* 

and September 6, 1838.,* » 3,040 

Total 113.5C0 

Amongst the purchasers of land in the colony, we observe several. i 
farmerif aod two of them purchasers to a largs amount* We pro* 
sume they intend to follow Mr. Jameses advice, and to ** plough away 
nine months in the year." 

Mr* James contibues:*- 

*' Nobody can help betog pleased with the rich lands of Illswarrt ; so«9 it would not 
K tvrprise the writer to hear, in the course of ten years, that the lands there, clearedf 
fenced, and with anitable butldinga, rsalire 90s. per aere of anneal rent.*'— page 179. • 

Burelvi then, tlie land iii South Australia cleared is worth one year's 
rental of the rich lands ol Illawarra at any rate ! 

That Mr. James should indulge in sucli rhapsodies as the foHowing 
is not to be wondered at. 

. "My sdYioe to emigrants ia, ttot to Irav any land whateter.''-->rage \t% 

** But he [theewgttnt] nuMbsfsaoiIiinf to do with land, and nolVuy sa inch of 

it"-pge3ft. 
'* There is no dobbt that hard*woihing, Industrioos pefaona, who win not grumble at 



nwaning it for four or nve years, rrad persefertngly attend to the abeep and have natning 
lo do with the city of Adelaide, or th» pnfeftest ^ Utni my wh§Mt will nake ti) kils* 
puidence.**-^ge 170. 

'• With care aadatlention-^'hd Ifving the life of ahermit fer fveor sixy(M»--Jblkiw 

. leg, dressing, and sheering h!s iheep himaeli^^^yiog nodiing-^toildingoothinf •— ewedV 

N0( s krhk mr an ew$ tf Uid h emf pert rf ik$ filMy»«4aeh tyoang mia will de.''<^ 

pegs 108« 



y'i^ 
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Thtts» according to Mr. James, the settler is neither to buj an inch 
of land* nor to own one single brick in the colony ; and yet in one place 
he admits that tome land ia neeessary-^in another, he complains of 
the hardship of new comers not being able to buy land on their arrirJ 
--^and in a third, he advise them not to pay the monopoly prices now 
demanded^ but to wait and parahase it when the price comes down, 
which, he sayst, must soon be the ease 1 

After the reader has listened to. Mr. James*s descriptions of the soil 
c*f^ South Australia— its richness— its capabilitY ot growing every 
tbtog, dic. &o., he wilt be startled when we tell nim that somehow or 
other, if o jr author is to be believed, it has not produced a single po- 
tatoe I But we prefer Mr. James telling his own stories. 



*' Where the money it to come ffrm, ia 
■ lit«le Society, that hat nnt yn raiud m 
potaioi, much lest t ningle bcehel ofgrttii, 
they do no\ inform ut." — page 1 46» 

" Five thousand people by this ttme» 
Christmas, 1838-39, are congregated in 
the mifcrable villtf^o of Adel^ido ; sndf 
without i^r&wiug a polatof , are dependonl 
for etorv menlof nctuata vpon t foreign 
•upply/' — PoilKTi/rt. 



'* Pvtetjti end pumpkins, Tls some rea- 
son or other, h4?e not sicceoded ««rjf 
wnil with Mr. Alleo.**— page 80. 

" ThosB poiatoet «hieh were planted in 
April, most now have the gToaod drawu 
op about their stems, but not too mnch or 
too firmly, or it would prevent tbeir growth, 
by keeping oot the sno and moislofo/'-^ 
page 218. 

'* At the full moon plant potaftfsst"— 
page 323. 

** Kfep lairfng fwCetoii/'*— page 22a. 

Although every now and then Mr. James makes our mouths water 
with his accounts of the pumpkins and melons which he saw at the 
governor's table, he never once tells us Uiat he saw a dish of new 

totatoes. Indeed, kow could he, if they had not been raised when 
e was in the colony ? But he has not hesitated to declare that up to 
Christra4i?(, 1838« (sfeven months afler he left the colony), a single 
pctdtoe had not been grown I What t not in Mr. Allen's garden t 
^' Yes,'' cries Mr. James, at length detected in the falsehood; ** but« 
*^ for some reason or other, they have not succeeded very welt with 
Mr. Allen.'' We will now see whether they have succeeded better 
with any of Mr. AUen^s brother-colonists, we begin with two or 
three quotations from the History of South Australia, page 55. 

" A settler's desen'pticn of his gotdei^ h also worthy of attention i^^* My garden is 
rsaitv becoming fslosble. Wu have had in the following succession— •radishes* mus- 
tard and cress, cablOoes, pets, and polu^tort, in small qoantitiM, from it already/ 

" ' The healthy appearance of all descriptions of ^eeiables* (which are esteemed by 
ibe colonists an important aod exceedingly atreeable summer diet), writes another, 
* ejioreds Uie most sanguine S2peetattons of the bofticulturists. Patoroii, peaa, 
turnips, onions, cabbages, cauliflowers, thrive admirably*' * ' 

*' IJere is a short, bat valuable, extract, from a letter writlan soon after the writer's 
arrival in the province :-^' Vegetsbles gtbir qoidL I have an onioB I planted one 
month after I landed, simI the sa»2 b neaflv ^pe« 1 have potaistfs, peas, f leiich 
beans, and cabbage plants, eoasing OB nicely/'* 

\ ' ' • • 

But we have evidence that potatoes were gr6wik throughout the 
year 1837. Captain Cbfsser, with rbom the writer conversed the 
other day, states that dt^Htig the time be was in the colony (from Ja- 
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nuary to April, 1837), he saw {loUtoes growing* A settler writihg 
under date of July 4» 1837, says, '* We have many English planU 
Dew growing, such as potatoei, onions/* 6ic^ A3iother> uncTcr date 
of Sept, II9 i8d7,saysy '* 1 have an entire acre planted with potatoes 
neas/ &c* Mr. Gouger»who left the colony at the latter end of 
November of tht same year, saw two acres of potatoes growing in 
I)r. Wright*! garden, and he adds, ** Several other persons were cuUi*' 
rating thera largely ;** «nd Captain DulT (of whom, we believe Mr, 
James has some knowledge) assures u^i .'iiat, when he left the colony, 
Vk January, 1R38, potatoes were to be seen in a healthy stale in the 
settlers* gardens ! 

But we have not done with this potatoe business. Page53, Mr. Jt^roea 
states that the resident magistrate's salary is lOOt. a-year, " which, 
when potatoes are 60/. per too, is exactly a remuneration of two tons 
of potatoes per annum I** But in the liut of prices which he gives 
** of a few articles In Adelaide, when the author let\ in May, 1838,'* 
lie quotes " Potatoe % per 112lbs. 16s.** adding, however, " ihcy had 
been up to 50s. [i. e. 60/. pet ton] in February.** Potatoes 60/. per 
tou I and ^et he tells us ({>age 29), in his description of Port Adelaide, 
that ** Octous end potatocsp apparently to be had for picking up, 
were lying about the high ground in every direction!'* We hsve 
examined the Adelaide prices cunent for the period to which he 
refers, and subsequetitly, . and find potatoes uniformly quoted at 
from 13/. to 18& per ton. Captaiu Hurst w&s in ^ha colony from 
November^ 1837, ta May^ 1838 ; end he informs us that tie highest 
price lie ever knew potatou durmg that period, was 28/. per ton ; but 
that the averatte price was as we have stated it 
, Fire-wood m anothet tiling wbich^ aceordinj to one and the same 
ftuthoritjt both la and ienot 

" * Good mortiing, i!r.' niil a nan in our 
walk* The author rallied thnt he bad 

Zuits fonotlOD who il was that oJdrcaBcd 
in. * I came to tfa«) col(niy» air, in the 
aime ahip witb your honour, iHrhvo he waa 
immediately recognized. * And what are 
yoo doing Kere, my man V * I am employed/ 
Uld ho, ' in coUtctingJiriWkkifor th$ Mek* 
eudrfri /* ' I hope vou aredoing well.' ' It et/ 
eaid the mas, ' I bafe nocauae to grumble : 
it bricga roe in, one day Mrith another^ lbr#> 
t*n ahillinn a dr v.* ' ;-page 73. 

** Tbev [the laoouring emigrauta] work 
ptineipally at grubting up th» tr$§t ^ the 
Mrta of the/ortit intended for etreeta* ^ * 
The author wu told that tbe Sniurdey'e 
payments geneiaUy ammoicd, for theat?aet 
work alonei tc 70l.'*-*-pp. 81, 83* 

" Long before th$ iriiff mrt 9U tut imnit 
thb city of Adelaide," &e«— page 8). 

r W hen tbe tntbor waa walking thnmgk 
a* «NNNb of A4Md§/* Scei— pafe 172« 

**Tbta wag cortinuanee of ba n e aD ea a 
aad aand made tbe eoproiea l» the new 
eeleay paitkalsrly plcuaat» for ibeie 



•^ fiie«wboA af ill ttlagi sitght be et« 

Cid la tbeead la ta laiaal cotony, bet, 
watecaiMlballsilb kkW4^khidJ^ 
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thej diicoffred vell'pmDn ttaUljf iretf if 
<(fiM/rf baik ttr§t€hittg inmngnifiemt prt" 
fuMt. all tH$ mMUf %p th§ tfitern tlapet tf 
th$ diount Lofty raiifM/*'-^page l$* 

^^^6 might easily multiply quotattont from Mr. James's own pages 
to prove that the colony neither is, oor is likely to be, destitute of 
fire- Yood. Moreover, M the settlers tell us that, for a trifling re- 
mancnition» the natives will fetch them as much wood aad water a#, 
they require. But at once to remove any such groundlejs alarms 
as those which Mr* James seems disposed to sprettd^ we may 
repeat here, what we have staied in the History of South Australi^^ 

Cp, 62» 63 ; namely, that theto are thousands of acres of. the atringy 
arV tree ; and it is estimated that, if twenty thousand persons 
emigrated to South Australia cverj^ yeor» for the next century, there 
would be enough for them all * and, since Mr. James is of opinion 
that a population ot ffly ihonsend " are as many as the most san- 
guine friends of the colony can anticipate fttr a ccnhtry to come^, 
theirc will sorely be wood enough and to spare. But, page 139, 
he talks of exporting bark I Weil done, Mr. James I The bark is 
to be had, but no wood. ** Fire-wood :s not to be had !** The 
Torrens '* is barely soAcient to supply the handful of settlers with 
fresh water;** an«.! *'up to this time, Christmas 1838-9, five thousand 
pople are congregated in the miserable village of Adelaide, withoci 
iiavtng groivn a potatoe.* To emigrate to South Australia under 
such circumstances, and with no loiter prospect, would indeed be 
'Mittle short of madness." 

But there is no stone in the colony I '' Stone-cutters," says Mr, 
JameSy page 85, *' are not wanted \ there being no stone to cot any- 
where aoout the place !** Indeed f. Ilbw, then, did they manage to 
build a ttone church 7 And why riiould they talk of building twu 
bridges of stone across ** the tiny little Torrens T And how comee 
it to pass that many of the settlers have built themselves stone 
houses f But Mr. James's friend, the editor of the South Auatralian 
Onzeitep shall sdttle tha point. ^* There is jdenty of txcslkni sionep 
lime, brick, wood^ and all materials for building everywhere to be 
obtained hero^ (says chat journal, July 21 » 1838,) at reasonable 
pricet/' Stone-masons, writing home, assure their friends that they 
are natdnp; a pound a-daj : and that 8to?ie-masons* labourers can 
earn six shillings it*day. Who is to be believed T 
< Mr James tays provisions tre both deir and cheap. 



*' Evso wsrs Sooth Aestralis on slnni* 
dint sttd ehetp ttAntty, eueh t HMtmt^ 
fstioa [£800 a year, \hi Oof«fiior*s lalaiy] 
wotftd he lidiealoaily msU \ bet th$ fmi 
0f$9frii thing biing tkrm tUm tki prk$ k 
u in ingkmd. 80Of* a yett is bsnsly s«f- 
€cieiit 10 sapport ih» eomnam H o o ts h o l d 
sad fsauly ispsQMS r--psfs 79* 



M' 



v 



^ TSm pifcos ef i mwi i ioas and tilher 
thisgf , oC ooofis, at sack a distamt, eaa 
rflvo iKMhlng bat sa idoa of iho vttoe, as 
thor sra very flartoatiog. For iaita«ee, 
when the aaUior csom sw^, ssti boeC or 
poA, too, wias, sonr, Scc^ wert m syiSBfi 
md 9himptT th&p iuEHgtand f '- «^go 80.. 

^'NotwithitoiMliQit the iaihit of •migraots, 
previebiis fenthmoi fhs b qootiof from 
AdoUy^ P*pf> «r 16 Jttly 14] MMMtifSJ^^ 
sad bsti sod netioa bad fallen le krw as 
!«> psr poandf"*— r«iiiprlpi. 



36 AW XXfOftUfHt Of JAMXS'i 

Biiti continnH our author^ in hit ccntndictory career^ 

«« iDstead of Um [800(. a yetr], the " Bat t» rHttm to Sydrey, which St Mw • 
Governor's talaiy ooght to be 3,000<« per b^oroinc t gay end csftiwfie vhte, the 
anoum, which H whtt the Cofonial Secre* os*y thi'^s* thlap t*icfe being bied tod 
toryandCbief Justice reeeivo IB the neigh* veal, tett ivgir, ttid vrine ; very ivo* 
boeriag colony of New South Wale&— e nortant itema io th*. housekeeping of A 
countiy , tooy when rjt ry thing i$ tsreiif fcly mmily • b«t of sniall amoitol oomparattyUy 
cA«0p, and lihero every bof^* till lately* b the eipettdituie of a ungle man**'— pp« 
could have ;is many convict tenrania at 193$ 4« 
they wanted."— page 79. 

"The more abundant and toog-esltb- 
fished r sighbourtng ooboiet of New South 
Wales and Van Diemeo'a Land, whnt 
fi^Mmit tnn e/iMiyf i* At Ur! ol HMdtfiie 
jiHeM.'*<— page 206, 

Mr, Jatncft it guilty of another ttrikitig abturdity in reference to 
the colonial talariet. He contendt» at we hate teeii* that the 
GoTcrncr*t talary of 800L a year it a ** paltry** one; — th«it it it 
barely^ tufiicient to tupport the common liousehold expentet, antl 
Miat it ought to be 2000/.$ antl again, on page 168 hedescribet 
the tituationt of the ofBcert of the Coomistionert at ** pt^liry hnd 
Tery doubtful;** Hnd yet he eltewhere reada the Resiient Ck>m« 
mistioner a lecture on hit want of loyalty* and tellt him that a 
colonial appointment of 400/. a year ought to make kmgt and quecna 

oO»« 




wat 

in the colony, there wat only one niece of ground under cultivtticn. 
Tncte are hit wordt : ** But it it high time to make for Allen's garden, 
which it interetting, aot to much for the high ttate o^ cultivation it 
exhibitt, at for hnng the only pUea of ground in ike colony cultivated 
at n///*— page 79. On page 17 he tpeakt of the excestive heatt 
drying up ** ail garden testation f but, omitting any inference we 
might draw from thit admittion, we have a contradiction ready at 
band. Mr* . Oouger* who left the colony tU nontht before Mr. 
Jamct, tayti 

** No inconvcAiefltt. however, la bow likely to be felt by new comers from the want 
of vegetables ; gatdsntOft operaiioDS art being rather eatensively pcrsoedi aod, I betieve, 
tinilbmily with good effect. Mr* Hack has enrfcieed, and ia cnllivating as a garden, 
seven acres t Dr. Wricht hu two aciea of garden s the South Aitstinlian Company and 
Mr. Fisher have also Tsrgt garOent. Bwt Cdcnel Ugh* k the most sarcessfnl of oor 
gardeaen } by mixing some of the river mod with the nainral soil, he Has produced by 
hi belter vegeublct than any other Soath Aastraliao." 

On the tnbject of the tocial ttate of tlie new colony, aa well at 
on every other poitit relating to ft, Mr. Jamet flatly tontradictt him«* 



' '* Theit an ae hegt barraeka In Adei* ** So. agaio» la the new cefaay— they 
Uidt fell cf wicked aad «^^demaed asea wart all to form one vaited. hannooioaa 



^_ female fhctorin &. penitdatia rk » adciety» aad^ of eonrfo. u there waa to ba 

i IM toonnoas Jaila aad aermaaeat glbb«*t at last discovered that happy elysittm io 

i la the pablic atieeta— neri nre ao pt^* flondiAasiTalla, where misety aad want aad 

>) iMueia oAaa calling for ealargemeut-^aifr Cfiioa weft to ba aakaowa ; so, as we have 

*'^ )aaatfe«a^hiawt with thair drear aad toil- aaen, at pravWoa was made at. the ttsl 

■•I 
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Uiy Cf ilf • d<r«neg ilieir lirtni^ •ypkrhrei fbuadiiig of tha ei^ny fw lb« Mccirtry 

to tbe tad f tcums » vice aud mm t K<h Mpentct of police and coDstmblet, jtila or 

thing of this kind ; and, as a govUeman watdv'bov ««• 8ocwt| waa altogether to be 

aaki the other day, with *11 iti s^wacys* re«orgaiuicd» and umm were to be bo 

and with alt the oaavoidaUe iDcoo?»* thierea, bwglars, or bosh-t«iigen» aod 

nieoces peculiar to >o recent a iettlenieiit» do oeciiion for eiiy p«e»bnienta or re* 

I would rather lettle in Sooth Auatralia, atrainti* Bot fti hu Men foaDdoat» bj 

with 100/. a-jear. tUb Tve anoogat the ihia tine, that haman nature ia uietty 

contagiM of convicta in New Sonih Walea mneb the tame in all eonntrieay and that 

or Van Diemea'a Land on an inoome of miihfr tk^ m^rtl «tr pkytUal peetdkritm 

TOOL l—pa^ 42. «f Sonih AmtrmlU tjftr rnn 9xetf%kn to 

" Neit to the deiigh^ul mi:dneir of i«e tfte|eN«ralrolr/'«^|ie|0 147. 
climate, mnd ihs iimpU i^tf <fU$ leeitfy/* 
Aic-^af c 30. 

'* The aeulera of the old coloniet ttty 
jeer at what thev nt* donbt term tbt i^no- 
rauce and prejodice of the purer Preeliioi**' 
—page 41. 

Mr. James has placed on record (see pp. 54, 55) a flagraoi example 
of his want of catidour. He prefaces his account of the first execution 
in the colony, by telhng his readcis that he mu present at the Court- 
house in Auelaido on the 26th of April, ana that he heard the 
sentences passed upon the fourteen unhappy men who had been found 
guilty during the assizes. He adds» 

*' It ma^ appear strange, that in a Tooimnnhy so small, snd so recently formed, snd 
Simoit eotirely hj tolontary cmi^tttton from Great Britain, that a ncanty population of 
only 2i)00 perrons could fumiih so many s^ fonrtren cnlprita in the short pwiod of thiea 
months since the prevtoos teiaioui. But 90 it is. 

<« 'lis true, 'tW pHy j and pity *tia 'tis tntJ 

And o!ider the circnmstarccs, cueh so amount of cruno cannot but excits ia ua s asnne 
of the deepest humiliation.*' 



Now, on turning to th^ South Amirilian OaitiU (the fi!e of 
which, Mr* James advises all his readers to consult), we find the 
following paragraph in the number for April 38, published two days 
after the sessions, and six days before Mr. James left the colony* 
*^ It ia a fact worthy of notice, that none of the priioners convicted 
at the late assizes are emigrants sent to the colony at the expense of 
the Kroigration Fund \ but are persons who have come from the 
neighbouring colonies. Magee, the unfortunate man ccndsmned for the 
attempt^ assassination of Mr. Smart [and the circumstances of whose 
execution Mfw James S9 graphically narrates], is a rupaway convict." 

Intemperance is known to prevail to an alarming extent in the 
colonT ; but whether or not Mr. Jamee received any hush-monev 
from his^olly-fulNbottle friends who opened thei^ wine and filled his 
glass, without a aue$tUm^ we CMonol say* Certain it is, accordins^ 
to his account, that thera ts a ^ grcist freedom from drunkenntaa,^ 
and that *' he never was witness «o iany csie of intoxication.'* 

<'Thla lew [the Spirit licenas Aet] *' the slitssa marines wfakrb the Isfs 

works well, end produces the efot de« Cofuroor reeolfSd oa detaining in the set* 

eired, vli., a great freedom from dmnl^* tienent, slisr the departofe of H.M.8, 

cnneM | any pereon ooof icted of beicf Uufobf wsrt. Is M lie trHtk, s ?tiy 



dinnk » hned nest dsy st the poli€S<4)ffies liovblesone ist, ad to be depended tt|ion s 
two pounds, and tho euthor has gisst under the commsod of a corporal, they diif 
I'krtMum ia stating, thsi during the who^t ss tfoey liked, $M irUnh mhm (sey cotilif, 
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4f Im iM I« atvir inti ^HtSMt kl any «im1 lik« the PnetoritL babdtof fonnev da;*. 
6MC«f iiilMne«tiM» ifid lit belitfiAtliil woolU have al-oost axsuroad tho commabd 



#i« Ant WM MV9r ioiM libra tH«« «Mt «/ 9t ih» colooy, :f his iate Kicellt'xy bed 
ItviM 4«iaf Hm f«M «11«M t«*"«~ not orcaiiootlly tied th« rAg!e«d^r» up to 
|MtM« iome»(|>ainiDgtieet/<)rfwfiily/«urftoNri 

e4 lA&ff likMt. and cool their umrage. Thto 

• V- UtagpeofV. to ireea foe safe costoJy U 

V w . . . obligfNl tc bo r»»oirted to ocuaiionnlly tor 

want of »roper places of lu:k*up, or watch* 
botua^* — page 69* 

" Ch, no, laid be. (be brickmakera tie 
V9rf earelesa and spend their monev aa (wi 
M they earn it, in drink. They have not 
made a brick, Sir, since la»< rdood^y waat 



J 



wedit'''«»page 73* 

«' The colon) ia i ?eiy dry and thiraiy 
phoe, and offers areai terripUtions for t*ii« 
loo free use of ardent liquon/*— page 9U 



"The butchers, lavtm^keepen, grog' 
ft<>itJb» and frr^vrri, seem to be getting most 
money in a f;encral w^y,**— page 87. 

•• in conlinutng our •wa'.k, there seems to 
be notliiog hvi grog-shops in ctery direc* 
' lion i but ihe:^ really art not more that 
iKirftr."— prge 90. 

•''Ahhou^h nnliko New South Wa!va 
and the other convict colonies of Van 
^>ieni«n'a Lend, they hate not quite so 
irech io forget in the n?w province as they 
bavt to tl« eastmaid, yet ihe^ ttiU In* 
^^ffS* in en ^'fneatUmoi dtmtght of tweet 
uHlivion in the public-hoosct and the retail 
trade in glasses and gilU of happiness, is, 
nnd Mlipafit wiU be, profiuble."— page 169. 

Mr* Jamei^t own admission wonld seem to imply that there was not 
ao ^hi a freedom from dronkenness, as bo asserts in the opposite ' 
eolumn. But, if th« reader will fnrn to pajre 132 of the History of 
South Australia, end r?ad the foot-note on this subject, we thiuk he 
will be still more indisposed to credit Mr. James* 

Ills contradictions respecting the propriety or impropriety of en* 
eourai^ing tree emigration are equally amusing. \Vhetker *' to be 
<»r not to W )s a question which such statements as the followiog 
must leare undecided : — 

"It wcnM bt wtll if tbt Queen's ml* ^* Udoq the whole, Ibt colony Is getting 

akterawonki eommecct a Ufjg$MndUherai to rapidly-— perhepa too rapidly, and •&# 

SYSfffli f/ ntf/Anlery fntgrerioii to all the cs/itlwf tUtppgilkm ih Enil'f ' *o emigrate 

Anstitlian settlements, especially Sauik U South Auttrelia eanf ^ linnsd 

AuttniU and Port Pbili^'^paffe 44. miythfng ehort rfmadnet ■' ^ * * 

*' One of tbt wotst leatttrea to be apprv* •' Swtn Rtfer wta tm %C ibtl by 

htsdcd fiem tbtae nnfortanalt schisms [tbt the eamt injodicione rtst . * *. tlert» tm& 

enlonitl tstabUes about tlis Itdd itrveysl mtiag principtllv from iMMloa ; sml s 

will be aa «mnidie<i ehnk Is ikec ipir li of lirilnr it-soiioa will Uks phet ia Sottb 

tailcfecbn Hpm^ i»hick thefkiw greattim AtsCrslls, if sons nttns ara aol tdopttd 

,BttA fnepefUjf ef iA# eotsajr is nwtsrieliy to ebtek this tagtreesa tor tmigrsling to 

\ ispend."— page (MU wkat it vary foolishly called tbo ^ Laud of 

\ "They [tbt Attstralitn Colonies] trs Praaiiao«'<-PsslisHiil* 

a^l good, and the wocsi place among theti 
.is, peibapt, bettor tor tnt yotog Md eii> 

Itrpnsing thdtt Mopi^ng at bosat. Wlitther . 
'89vth AustrHlia m Portland Bay, Pott 
* Philip or LanncestonJIiibtrt Tows or 3yd^ - 

aey ; lAcn ii tn nil ef lAeei egraaiir eAence 
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Y^ ^ftllif^ fttwer^ than 9$fnu to «f$r In, 

Wiiiit if tboTB to bo dtM in £0;/''^, «x« ' - 

e»pt vott have money tnd «^oii»^»^ I'*'-* 
fip* »'^» 161* 

Now, Swan R!f er wai not overdone by an injudtclont mtli of letilert. 
TIse first and fatal evil in the foundation of that colony was, that too 
fi^eat facilities were ofibrdod for the purchase of landi so that the 
lolxaurers at once bcc&ioe owners^ and Idft the original proprietors of 
the soil to shift for thetnHf ea. In South Australia this is provided 
against. But, as ufual, our cluthor (s in oppositJon to himself on this 
a9 well as other points \ for, on page 163» he asserts that Sv/an River 
** has fallen a victim to puffingi and the inevitable results of a sh^r. 
supply of provisions, and </ Seginning (h$ rdugh work qf a new hC^ 
tfentent Ay means of ladin and gtmtlofnen^ imtead cf athletic la* 
bourerr*^ This statement is just as false as that the cobny was over- 
done by a rush of settlers* Mr« Peel, and the families who accom- 
{taniid him, took out three hundred labourtn ; but, for lie reason 
already assiped, they gradually deserted him, and attempted squat- 
ting ; and, in the interim, his stock was stolen or died, his stores and 
implements rotted on the beach, and he himself was reduced to tlio 
necessity of making his orn bed ! 

Mv. James's book contains some remarks upon Kangaroo Iiland, 
which next claim our nttention. 

He states, pp. 22, 23, that in Oc\ober, 1836, '* it was a desert 
Island without inhabitants/' Now, at Uiat very time, there were at 
kasc 120 settlers upon it, and it had been inhabited for vears before 
by several sealers, and some native women who had joinea them from 
the mam land. 

Again, page 93, he describes it ca a ** worthless and bbospitable 
islanfi.'* He admits, ^ngti 100, that 

'* Nepeta Bay b nndonVtodlj t good «c4 s ▼•Intblt hkf for Mklng ffaoHsr la a m«6h 
-^oil gtlo. Thcro It room, \h» tavt,) lor any ■nmlm of tbtpo, piotoclfd liy a lotr roof 
l*otn to J wind but a norther, and as thtv aevtjr Mow hero wUli much foroe* Uia bav 
nr^y bo contidar'd a eopitol plaoo. Bat Uion tk$ ml (rt if ^imC it gtodfor fi«(Aiiif , tad 
ctii novor,/4w iraMI rf bad oNd/rfiA «r«i«r, bo ibis tasapport a popalitSoa/' 

And, page 9, lie says, ' 

• . .1 < 

'^' Nepoaa .Uoy, tboasb a tafe, comaiodioop, and aslimiivt anabormi csa nefor bo • 
of any conuqoenca to too tolony, okca|it a)( a placa of lafass for sbipfcng m the winitr 
•eason. arhen tho west atd toutb*wott goltii ntvail $ bocsttio tbo wbola territ9;y of 
Kannroo Ii!todf vithent J^t^ awttfb', and aothiogbal rods and tcrtibt, h 10 «lf•r^y 
wi^hlmfif aav pavptfMt ^ gentml callfoiliM, Mat 1 Atmli tn^aUtit k dMr m a pwr^. 
dbMf at apfany|«r«rfi*" , . <: 

Now, although to procure a supply has been vary aipanslva fa the 
first settlers^ Kangaroo Island is not, neither has it ever been, dea- 
titute of fresh water; and another fresh*watet spring has recenity 
been dirfoovered in that ''good (yt nothing'* island* 

Btit then the land it bad,-^iiat| it is so ott«rly wodhleu, foir any 
porpjsea of general euHtratioti, that Mr^ Jam^ would not like to boy 
It at a penny an acre. The iand» we believe, is not bid when cIomm 
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and broken* but this will be attended with «oroe expense. The garden 

filou, which the sealers !iad under cdltivation, when the first settlers 
ended, were described as very productive. Two of the senlers bad 
about (ivf. aicres under cultivat*on. Their wheat was excellent, al- 
though grown Sve successive yi^ars without changing the Aeed. Cap-*' 
tain Hurst informs us, that lie has seen vegetables as fine and as 
abundant as could be produced in this country ; and Mr. Giles, tne 
South Australian Company's manager there» declares, that, when he 
gathered his last harvest, one grain of barley had increased more than 
two thousand fold I So much, in brief, for the utter worthles$ne$i of 
the land. 

But admitting that it is a <^ worthless,** " inhospitable,** <* unin- 
habited desert,*' what is to prf^vent its fine harbour from redeeming it 
IVom Mr. James's curse? On page 165, he tells us, that <* Sydney, 
in another cectury, though $ituatcd in a rocky ^ sandy ^ ilUwatered^ 
and unproductive country^ cannot fail of becoming, entirely through 
its magnificent harbour^^ the chief of all the c*ties beyoud the southern 
tropic. » The descriptions of the two places are almost parallel* 
What, then, we woulo aitk Mr. James, is to prevent Nepean Bay from 
giving to Kangar^Jsland an importance commensurate w:th the town 
of Sydney ? 

** ^e entire island,** exclaims Mr. James, ** is gond for uothiuf:/' 
It is 180 miles long by 80 broad. Has he circumnavigated it ? Has he 
walked even cisht miles from Kingscote to *' the Farm?'* Nay, did 
he ever land at Nepean Bay? We understand not. He has afSrmcd, that 
it was uninhabitea at the very time when no less than six vessels hnd 
landed their pttssengers upon it ;~thiit it is without land and fresh 
water, when u has never been without either ; — and thac it is good for 
nothing, when ho had never set his f jot upon it I 

But we have not yet done with Mr. James. In pages 22 and '23 
be has made a most wanton attack upon the charncter of Captain 
Duff, formerly in command of the Africaine.^ The delightful ap|)ear- 
ance of the shores of Kangaroo Island, induced the gentlemen in. the 
after-'cabii), paslcnge/s on board the Africaine^ to propvise to Captaiu 
Duff to allow them to go on shore at Murrell's boat-harbour, situated 
between Cape Burda and Cape Forbin, i*iat the; mfght travel over land 
to Nepean bay* This request was complied with, but tite gentlemen 
saw occasion to alter their intention. The itiurnev was then undertaken 
by Dr. Slater, Mr. Osborne, Mr. Nantes, Mr. Warren, and Mn RoUtt 
Fisher* Wo have a narrative of this excursion, (which, as the sequel 
wi-l show, terminated hi the loss of Dr. Slator and Mr. Osboine,) 
written by Mr. Fisher, one of the five, and our readers will be able to 
judgj, flt>m OUT corrections of Mr. James's recital of the affair^ how 

^ Mr. Jsnsi altstapU to tliisid himisif fiem ths vtmUitions of ths wSw is ihii 
sad otiMr ptaeea, bf ioasrtiag ftert tod lUikn iostesA of ihc otmcs of ths psHi^ 
wHooa ho has 10 ffmij KboMsdap sod dowa kb book. 3iieh, indeed, wis bit niftgii ;n| 
Is 000 icilsaco* pogo 73; wbris Mr. Fithsr's asino bod oceidenUlly ttintpiTod To tbo 
nasttp of tho ftheov'tbnmgb ilM jpitss, that bo ba« had it carsfa*l> orsiod mik tbo poa* 
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machy or rather how liule^ dependence it to be pitcod on his rord. 
In dencribing their beingp put. on shore, be ssys» 

** the toAt -i.'«f low«rMl» hovrsfvr, ti* ** It vat Mtr thii Utt ketdland that 

^jThhottUg of Kat0r and #/ri» eomwwn Mr* — — and ■ ■■■» oC tha — ~, laodad 

Ml a6iV< gWeu'io chai^ of the Mttorti and the fift unfortattatt puRengart before* 

ihfypcIM aabofe and lauded Sveof the neatioaedrwith ihtH doy$* bitemt aa4 

l^oscirgcri* inclndiog the avrftDB 9f iSe Meen 6ellfaf v/Mlark"i— page 101. 
kftlp."— page 23* 

Now the "few common eatables** and the *Mhree days* biscuit'' 
coneisted of salt beeft pork, biscuit, ftc; and the ** six quart bottles 
of water" (seven in another place) wvre six bottles of rum I 

Mr. James continues :*^ 

" Three of »iiemt al^er vauderiog Ic the woeda oearly a weel» were dlicovered and 
!»roTight in exhauated through fatigve and want of aonnthment, and Uie total impoui* 



btlity of findbg a dmp of water, wnUat the other two have never aince betxa heard of* and 
bavf been left miterably to pcrlfh a horrible death, and wlthoot an effort ever being 
made lo collect their wretshM boata for decent iepultiire. The captalnp who ia alwava 
crntidrred the gnardian and protector eC hk patscttgera» «MiH«iiiljr kltm§4^ not onW wt 
leaving them on t d^i^^rt Uhnd to drop down and oiCi but for not ioimedi&tely taking 
proper paii)a to go oac in ihe wooda ana loafce a aearth for their poor bodies*" 

The nbove passage is full of misrepresentations. *' Three of them 
were discovered and brought in*** They were not discovered. They 
found their way to Kingscote without a guide* ** No efforts were 
made,'* &c« Let us hear Mr* Fisher himself, one of the party, on thi*^ 
point. 

*' The next morning/* vtya Mr. Fiaher, " we found that the greatest anxiety wis en- 
tertiined for our tafciy by tbow of the tettlement, and by oui reUcw-pasteDgtim on 
board the Africamn ; that the isbo<!dTa with their wives had been despatched in various 
CtirectiuDs over the islnnd ; and. a IxNit sent abffat the coast to trace us, if possible, >ni« 
I9cdiate!y on ]ho airiva! of the AfricaiM* Each ni^ht we were out, carronaijes were 
fired, and Sres made on the highest hilhi <n v»n<Mis directions* The footnlcpa we 
observed, ar. 4 the gun we heard fire at Morreirt Laffoon, proved lo have Wn v^ade b> 
one of the parties who bed b%n in search cf as. All this was done s^iW the itnmcdiat : 
directions of Mr. Samuel Stephens, Msnager of the Konth Australian Corripiiny, D: 
AVri«(ht, i\nd Mr. Halieit, vrhose exurttoos and anxittf 'On this oormvioii deserve om 
warntctt thanks. Up to *Jte tiuie I write^ nothing, untcr) ' J?ly, has been hetird of Dr. 
Slater 01 Mr* 0;»borne, srcep* that Ihti island«ira had ob(*6ived their traok* and foilovced.it 
aome considerable distance* Cne blrck woionn was out afateen dsya, without lienng 
able to discover them*'' 

But *^ the captain was jucdy blamed for leafing them en a desert 
island.*^ . It was not ft desert iaiand, and that Captain. Duff knew well* 
But who blamed the captain ? The surfivors ? Ko ; but they blame^, 
Ci^ptatii E .I'herland* '* Had we not had confidence in Captain Suther- 
land's report," adds Mr* Ft^her, ** we should not ba?e been induced to 
go further into the interior, but hare returned to the coast and made 
our way along its shores to Nepean Bay/' ^ > . 

But Mr* James's object appears to have been to damage the South 
Australian Company as well as the colony $ aikd his attacks upon the 
dii^ectors nnd managers of that respectaclu conm^roial proprietary, 
are of the most reckless asd libellous character* / ' . -. 

To begin at the beginning, he says, pp. iS and 24^ ** There is 
nothing worth seeing at Kangaroo Irland bnl tho reckless wastit and 
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^estnictioii goifip on with t certam companjf^a costly 9iteam*enginri 
inacbineryy and patent »i«py half coverea with the tide in Nepeali 
Bay/' And rage 170 he teili us^ that *' the last he saw of the 
steam flour miU and patent slip was lying fathoms deep in the sands 
in May/ 1838t rusting and rotting i&ifr« ii had been landed years 
offOp on i\m shores of Nepean Bay/' If lying fathoms deep in the 
sands, bow could it be rotting oq the shores 7 It had not been landed 
many months when Mr. Jam3<« saw it rotting fathoms deep in the 
^nds. 

On page 87, Mr* James gives the followingi as forming an item on 
ioroe settler^s profit and loss account 

[Dsdaet Ezeh^nfjfLng optional Notes of Soath AiutritSsa 

Co/sBftoIr, 5 p«reeoUibr sfieois.* •••••••• £4 4 0] 

The Coropanj*s notes are cashed in sjtede without any charge ; but, 
we believe, it gold be wished, the usual premiu.n of thatmatal in 
the other colonies f namely, 5 per cent, is also required in South 
Australia. Again, says Mr. James, page 89 : 

" Yonder noat-loolnrpf low brick oottago, [it u a KMt bnildlrg ] is the Btnlr^ 
end tmuncts all tho busmejs of the Colony in that way, and, aa far as it goes, U s 
moat tbriring coueom ; it issues notes of all sorts and aises, b'lt the/ bare all got 
tbo uptional clanso in Cbeni. ThSy rbarge ten per oent. for the use of these pieces 
of paper, and when joci tak^ tbem for payment, they charge 700 obm irMDing pre* 
Ilium OS erery sorereigo r* 

To avsert that the Cotnpany^ *' charge Icn per cent, for the use of 
these pieces of paper** (notes), is unfair. Ten per cent, is the curicnt 
interest in the oolony on monef lent ; but the colonist borrowing of 
the bsnk is not obliged to take its notes^ Then agstn, the publication 
of the copy of one of theso notes, with the optional clauie iu it, and- 
without any explanation, is most maCcions. Before one of the 
Company's cotes, boaring the optional clause, was iesuecl, notice was 
given that that clause wol id never b3 acted U)K)n ; bu^ that the notes 
would immediately 1)6 exchanged on. de^nank Ibr specie; and this 
notice has been rigidly adhered to. The clause was origi-^plly inserted 
as a precautionary measurr during the infancy of the colony, when 
a large stock of specie would have been hazardous, from the un* 
certainty of proper means of security; but the Company's agent, 
finding, on his arrival, but little ground for apprehension, at once 
meted as stated. Very lar/e supplies of specie have been forwarded 
to the colony by the Company, fully adequate, we understand, to 
Its demands, and new notes went out 12 or 14 months ago. 

Hie copy of the note which Mr. James prims, ii^ datai A(*«daid0» 
iini January, 1837 ; and, ahhoogh h& was in the colony up to May« 
1838, and most have kua vn that the optional clause was.never rcted 
opon ; he has not the common honesty to acknowledge it I Another 
fMOof wfaat petty deceit he is capable of practising. 

On pages 13i and 170. 171, there are several verv activinable r6- 
Aeotions on the Oompiny^s management^ trhich, for the protection of 
the shareholders, the dtr#ot>ihi oogfat to bring before a jury. His 
ftatefnontsr^peeting their ahippiag «re nil either greatly exaggerated 
6f wholly untma ; mm hiaallnsMia to-t^.eir eo&ing balance-sheet, sad 
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tile expression of his fears that their dWidefiids will b« *' few and far 
betweon/* speak too pWirAj to require one word of comment. But 
after charging ihem with the pnnuit of branches of trade long since 
^ten up-— losses 'or which they were no waj responsible^ and ft 
catalogue of catastrophes which never bappened» ha adds, ** such are 
almost the every-day occurrences of this corapanv T' What can 
have mduced Mr. Jaiues to print sucii a series of libels upon this com-- 
pany we are at a lote to divinCt unless ix shmild turn out that its 
mcnoger at Adelaide thoivght it but prudent to reAiJH» to afford him 
any pecuniary accoiniaodatioo. ' 

Tiiere are a few other trifling discrepancies scattered up and down 
Mr. James's book, which, although of no mat moment as affecting 
the colony, may as well b^ recorded to illustrate that gentleman a 
Lingular accuracy and regard to truth 1 Here is one : 



*' The hnjen of tlie twelve knudni " VTiih regtid to th« town scret th 
irmn acres would feel iruoh diiappoiat* bein^ limited to out thousand,*' ift^r*' 
taent/' Ace,— |>og^ 34. ' ptgv I48» 

Now, neither statement happens to be right. If Mr. James win 
constilt the map or ai^y antbonzed publication, he will find thai the 
iofsn consists of 1040 acres, exclusi^re of squares., l^.feets, and quays. 

Another slight discrepancy in figures occurs in the following 
pa'tSQges:-— 

•' AU tbe huadreds of tutlooire now ** All Uie billodts and hones ia tho 

exnplojed dragging up ? Aggon loads of colonr, liutMd oT being employed at s}ie 

lag^ige and Aerchandtzo from Adelaide plougo, are employed )». this [tbe eanTuig 

Swamp to Adelaide Township maj tbea trade], whieh is a dead loss to the s«ttler» 

be dispensed with ; and go a plovghing, oC £Sa,000 «<'yesr«''-««pag« 88* 
as tbe J ought to have done long ainoe, 

whinb will save £20,000 a-^'ear to the ** , 
settlers in *M item of hnd«inRTiage 
alone/*— page 34. 

The charge for the carriage of goods from the port to Adehido ia 
"U. nerton. ^ This Mr. Jaaie^ considers ruinous to the colonists, und 
yet tie tnentionSi page T86, that at Ooulbum the carriage o^^'goods 
from Sydney^ a aistance of 140 milest is thosght low at H/Ta ton I 
Rum he quotes at ^Os. a gallon ; tobacco 8c. per pound ; and salt 
20s. pex'cwt. ; end, for all that, be says ** the place is as $allubriou$ na 
it iu prosperouif** in proof of which he tells us, on the very sai^?e pag«, 
that '' the cojutry ts as hot in summer as it Is cold in winter^ aod the 
place is cursed with swarms of innumerable grasshoppers^ which fly * 
nboot the plainsy which ar$/vrhf milen r&und^ and sot up every fmen 
thing'' at 
^ Even the pnce of bread Mr. James cantiot give wilbont contra- * 
dieting himselfl . r 

' «'A respectiMs porsoa Sa gjrdiiey - *iWiniam PtiMin is now Cfi|»« f4» 
>0iiring Cia< the <|oartorc loaf was as high 1898] seUinft W^Md ef a superior uualitar 
as twentj pcniij«i m South Aaa«ralia» avd at Hxtnn f^kft per qtaartet aloaf. for cani 
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The following numerHsal statemems a^a not according to Cocker* 
Pag« 33, Mr. James asserts tlmt the t^mn coneaina ^3000 iiihabttanti 
only •" page 54« they become ** « scanty population of only 3800 
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persons ;^ bot in hit postocript he enumerates them at ^* fire thon* 

His representations concerning Captain Sturt are ludicroasly incon^ 
sistcnt* 



*' With regttH to Captain Sttirt, h« 
ean well iffora to rett upon hit Uttrelt : 
•ndi betidet, karing beooma noarlj blina 
.Vfith {h€ heat and gtars of Auttralian iandif 
ba hu now gifon hoatagea to fortunOi 
and, aa Bacon aaya, * ia not ao fit for dar* 
ing czploita, 9m whenba waa a baebalor*' " 
^-^paga 168. 



''Had that eztallent man and jndi* 
oioua explorer [Captain Sturt] not boen 
in a boat, and, of cdurae, eoQaiderably 
below the atirraee aoil, when Le macfe 
hia mainofablo voyago down the Mur* 
my, he wonld have aacertainod th* na» 
tore of the adjacent country ."—jpago li« 



It is for Mr. James to explain how Captain Sturt became nearly 
blind ** with the heat and ^lare of Aastraiian sands,'' when he was 
sailing 1200 miles down a river, ** and of course considerably below 
the surface soil I" The fact is, it was the constant use of his glass, 
and not the glare of the Australian sands, which nearly cost the enter* 
prising Captain his eye-sight* 

Here are two specimens ol the confusedness and contradiction of 
Mr. James's statements, and of the way in which he would mia!ead 
intending emigrants. 



'* For a maU eofUaliti, it [Sjdcir/ and 
New South Waleaj ia not ao good a plaea 
aa either Van DieminU Loud, Port Philip, 
ar South Auatralia."— page 160. 



'* A young man w'ih a lUtU rapUal will 
be able to do much better with it at Port 
Philip, than in any part of Van Diemon't 
Land."— >page 58* And,again,intheaame 
page. *' the advantagea, oflfe.'ed to emi- 
granta vnik d tmall capital going out to 
Van Diemfn*t Land to become fannera, no 
longer oxiH,** 

"The boat capital, narf after ready 
monev, td talce to these new countriea, m 
health and atrength, and a hard pair of 
handaanitable fur rough work." — pagaTS. 

The following contradictions require Mr* James's elucidation of 
their cbscqrity. 



'• In Sooth AnatralialaftMria the 
capital you ean ham.'*— page 98. 



«* Of eonrae, th« eatabliahment of this 
tww colonj in South AnatnUia, must 
Operate, to a certain extent, as an oppo* 
sition to the older cnea of Sydney and 
Van Diemen'a LvLd ; and it mijrh'i hats 
been expeeted that tka principal /mture >i6 



** Kezt to the delightful mildneaa of 
its climate, and the aimple atate of its 
^oeiaty, there ia nothi<ig wnich so a^nglv 
recomaenda the new colony of Soutfi 
Aoatralia, aa il« entire freedom fwu oon* 
tiett and canvietitm* Perhapa ii might ba 



' nttraet aettlerw to the new eoiicom, woetid ceiled the mutt dittinguithing Jeaturs ia 
S4i0i been a tnperiar ehiopneei in lit oftkle tha wbolo picture, and the verj one whioh 
etU (laiM)]."— pagt 151. .aiiTM it ao raat a anperiority orer the old 

penal eolooiea of New South Walaa sad 
Vsa Diaroa's Laad."— page 151* 

Touching the .first settlement of the ^tony, we ba?e caught Mt. 
' Jfaknes tripping. 

** There have bssa resas tanihia bloa- • . '*Ths difi^enVMl Wad expaaaas of the 

dars oommittad la the Brat atartiiigof early pnmiot«s^tbeach«nM, ate hardly 

. South AnatraHsB eokoisatioB ; although, tVsr alluded to-^-and would not ba e*^ 

. ^nallarinff >iowkm|p the Srat propriatota r dited, if ralated—whilat thoaa who wars 

LvWeiewotiiaf laths dark, ana bow sMsU eeesths loudeslasd lapatsaaloasiaths 
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• portion of aMiiUncij tbay d^rired from 
tb« infonnotion of «nj {nctiot! or ifzp«* 
ritonceu neraoos, tbo wonder in iltst, nrion 
tho v^hom, Uiejr h%x9 done no *K* •« 

" * Long obcostog tnd bogkiJiig bto' 
hM l>0An rt gretf adrtntiigo to tbo &!»t 
•8ttWri,"*^page f 06. 



lAiiaot ptflinps aro elchor detd. rainodf 
or me ewt« i Md nothing eeems to nv 
call the reeoUiioeioii of them, but ■omn 
homble memoib! in the eoloniel mtpe, 
where perehenee eti obeoure ri/nletor la- 
tended etreet if ehrieftened Smith «treet» 
or Brown etreet,"— pp. 40, 41* 



** An obscure rirulet'* christened fkhlre$t I 

In the following passages we discover Mr. Jatnes Uippiog again. 

*' No, no ) .?outh Austnlitt though a 
beau I i fill ehoep end eettle oountiy, will 
never arrire at any verj ^preat eoiniLero:'tl 
importance, nor can it ever maintain anjr 
dense population, for weat of rivere, and 



**S\fdnitf, fa tnotiiyer eentnrr, tboogh 
situa^ in a rookf » SHndy* ifUratrred 
and unproductire Qonntry/cannff»/eii jof 
bfecming, entirely tbrongh ite magnin* 
cent harbour, th$ ehltfpf uU tht citiet 6e< 



therefore will ue? er be tho ' »gland of $ond tkt Smlhgm tropic f and will erer 



the SontLem hemiaphere.' Bat there ie 
a countrTf not e great way oiTt that will 
be the dreat Briuin of the M»uth iu pro- 
06M of time, and f^t cmtfUfy U Nm9 Zta» 
.lund/'— pege 151. 

But what Is Mr. Jameses conclusion of the wbo^e matter ? 



remain a atrikin^ monument of the judg* 
ment and discrimination exerciaed bj its 
founder. Captain Philip, R. N.*'- -pnge 
165. 



**Thm( the eolonir will ultimately ene* " It requires no glioat to tell us whet 
oeedi there is hardly room for two opin* will be the result or a new oolony bo- 
ions.'*— page 11. ginning where moat other colonies leeve 

'This puffing is the more w be «•* off; Tis., with races and play a: butiJblf 
r;retted, because ih§ celMijp U a vtrtf good U South Auitruiuif ai the Ei-Secretnrjr 
eefimv. if ther would ooljr let it e1one» said, th§ m^nn C/ti-pid.*'— page 89. 
imd not MmotL^r it with thri? ridienlous, ^ *' In another six months there will be 
inflated, and intemperate praises.**-* bitter dissppointments, ana no doubt 
pege 170. many gloomy accounts will be receired 

" Upon the whole, then, after a real* i^^mi the colony from partiea who har« 
dence of alx months in South AustrsUa, gone out cnder strooglv-ercitod expectA- 
I hare no hesitation in oronottttdng it a Sons. Fire thousand pefiple, by thia 
wmy fine country, and taoroughl/ Mipt- time, Christmas 1838 — 9, ere oongra- 
ed, by its soil, climate, and sitttatiou,lflr rjved in the miserable Tillage of Ado* 
a flouriehing English eoVonj.''— page iside, and, without growins a potatoe, 
905. are dependent for oYery meal of Tictuala 

upon foreirn suppiy* The chances are, 
therefore, for the present, greatljr agaf nat 
the Colony ; and it is to be feared, diat lA 
some articles of fi/ct necessity, a scarcitjr 
may arise rery mnch v6 the prejudice of 
the middling claaces of the community, 
or that portion who have tery little ca- 
pit^l in money, and who are anassd tti 
labour."— Peieicr^t. 

Such are aome of Mr* Jauies*s conflictiog but deliberately recorded 
opinions of it country i. wfeidh» be tells aS| he has ** eitensi?ely exar 
mined with bis own ejes/'opitiionstothe truth of irhich he more than 
once pledgea himselil We had marked m«^.ny other passages on 
which to animadvert ( for there is searoel j a page which does not goki^ 
tain an untruth, or is not distinguished by some bungUngly attempffid 
concealment, or wilful distortion of the truth« After the tissue of 
falsehoods and misrepresentationa of which he stands convicted, the 
reader wUI hardly suppose that Mr. Jamea hu had the nnparailded 
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impcrtiDence to dedicate bis Itbellooi pablicatioo " to tlie Honourable 
the Colonisation Conimisuonert of South Australia/' assuring; theni« 
** that it cannot fail of becouiinfy one da) or other, a fine Euglish 
colony s" and hypocritically declaring^ page 64, that he slia^* ** <* a* 
atantly ptay (t) that this /air and jeriiie province may be i cd 
with wise and united counsels — with the first and the latter ra- 1— 

and THAT IT MAT STaiTCU OOT ITS BRAVCUCS TO TlIE SEAS AKD TO 



THB FIX)ODS/' 



But who is T. Horitm Jamtif Esguire t Although he tells us, page 
72, that he lefl the coIout in <:onipc;ny with a convicted felon, (on page 
82, he says, he left in maf, and on page 148, that he left in June^) 
we believe him to l>e a man of rnspectability and of some education ; 
and, moreover, he has brought over with hsm a certificate purporting 
to be signed by the judge, &c*, of which the following is a co^y : — 

*• Adelftide, Blaj, IBdS. 

'* Mr. Jmiei bts travailed ■om« tBooMadt of ui1«t in Sooth AantralU, Port Philip, 
Neil South Wdet, Van Diomon'i Lsnd, sod Now Zealand ; and, frpm Lis intimato 
hnowlodj|;s of this part of the world, wo feol s^sorod that no one can git a a hotter 
opinion ahont onugvation to these ec^ios, than Mr. Jamiea, 

(Signed) hy the Juno i, 

Snrairr, 
TncAavnnii, 

^ SECaSTAVT, 

MfeaCHANTf, 

MAoisrnATtt, 

and namerons other [ft ont of a popniation of 50DO] prineipal inhaMtants of thn 
new colony/' 

We have n;>t seen the document, but we feel persuaded that the at* 
testing parties ricver saw what Mr. James intended to make psblic, 
and teat they could not have believed him capable of is^uin^ such a 

Jrablication as has just passed under our review. We will venture 
nrther to affirm, that the documeat does not bear the signs-manual 
of the respectable firm of Hallett find Duff, or of those ubiquitous 
professional gentlemen, Messrs. John Doe and Richard Roe. 

On a review of the whole case the question occurs, Is it possible 
that a roan so well educated as Mr. James evidently is, a man of such 
acutenesa of mind, one who has travelled so far and is conversant 
with mankind in so many countries— is it possible that such a man can 
have pot forth such a book as that which has appeared in hiA name ? 
We can only answei this <|uestion in the negative. It is eatremeiy 
probable that the nianuscnpt in its original state was, at all events, 
free from those manifest and violent contradictions exoosed in such 
numbers in the foregoing pages. In its printed form, the volume has 
every appearance of having been purcbaaed by parties whose interest 
it was to dbparage the ooloov, and turn hack the etream of emigra* 
lion flowing to its shores* 1V> the probabil/tv of this conjecture it is 
by no meana necessary that the manuacript should have been so tam* 
peeed with as to make ita perretted arVeroents consistent with each 
other. To nuUifv any temeney it ni^t have had to encourage emi- 
gration to South Australia, it was unite sufficient to make it the minglo> 
wangle that it is* The result or a perusal^ on any sensible mind, 
cannot be other than tbk* . The itateantttta of this man are ao cmi- 
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Iradictory. that there St really no knowing what to lelteve^ and, 
therefore, the safest way will be not to go to a colony of which even an 
eve- witness can give no lAore bitisfactorr account* If, it will be con* 
eluded^ if South Aastralia be sach a place, and in such a condition, 
tnat a mere visitor, and one who has seen a great deal of the world, 
and possesses an intelligent mind, was so bewildered as to be unable 
to give a stra!g?;^Xorwara and harmonized account of what he saw and 
heard, much more difficult must be the situation of a man going out 
to settle, and wanting to know how to turn his liitk^ all to the best ac- 
count. But in not imputing to Mr. James the actual concoction of 
the farrago of contradictions and absurdities which bears his name, 
we pay a compliment to his understanding, which we* are bound to 
counterbalance by a strong censnre of his want of mora! honesty. It 
is as base in a man to allow others \co publish with his name,* or to 
publish without his name, a statemenc which, originating with him, 
they have changed, interpolated, and perverted at their pTetisure, and 
to serve their own ends, os it would be to do'all this himself; aud, 
ihercfora, whether our conjecture bo right or not, Mr. Jaiiies ts fixed 
with the charge of having most audaciously trifled with the truth, and 
with the public. 

i( nether reflection arisen out of the investigation we hate made. 
The book we have shown to be as full of the ateurdect and most pal* 
pabie contradictions as it is full of leaves, nas been veTiewed by some 
score of critics, and praised and reepmmended by every one. Even 
the Spectator t a journal we still believe to be incorrupt, and used to 
consider particularly careful not to give an opinion of books without 
due reading and denberation, does not appear to have observed anv of 
the nomerttis discrepancies whicih it contains. All this shows how 
little reliance is to be placed on periodical criQcs, and how necessary 
it is for erery one interested in the subject of a publication to read for 
himsclf-Hi consequence only to be deplored as Encouraging the sale 
of nefarKius Duplications, which, under the hand 6f a u>nscientiotti 
reviewer^ inignt be a«*.etininated at. once. 
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Mr. James repeatedly aisures us, that he has had great expe- 
rience in the penal netUements } and for once we believe him, and 
regret that he ahould ever have migrated to the '* purer province.'* 
We atop not to inquire whether he carried with him thitner If^tters 
commendatory from the judgOt sherifT, Arc., of Svdncy» to their trusty 
and well-beloved brothers in South Australia, (the suddenness of hi$ 
departure may have prevented those official functionaries from con* 
ferring that <Jisting}iished honour upon him; neither do we caro to 
know in what particular line his boasted experience wai acquired* 
Our object here is simply to p^ce before the publiCi f rticularly the 
Sydney Emigration-mongers^ and their Ma« Friday, the author of the 
^* ImpariM Etaminationi drc./' a few choice specimens of Mr. Janm'a 
estimate of that colony and, of its convict population. 

On pages 19 and 160, he states, that, although New South Wales 
comprehends '' one hundred millions of acres of land, nineteen out qf 
every Uo^niy are good far little or nothing :*' and, page 165, ^* that 
the first land worth the expense of cultivating is twenty mi!es from 
Sydney T* 

Then again, page 160, we have the following :— '^ The climate and 
convicts of Byaney will for over be objections to it.*' 

The following extracts strikingly contrast the state of society in the 
two colonics. 

" Untiks Hoberl Tows tad Lranceston, where the Mme cImi of men lure almost 
anknowa, tbe «Ott?iet |>o|iultUou uf Syctoej it a mat annojance to the reipoctabie 
•mimiita from Enslaad. Owlnv to the esccatiVe eountenanee aCSorded them by 
the Tate Oovemor Maeqaanrie, who aeema to have aiven him# «1f op, body acd ^ovi, 
to tits eoBvllet partjr, thej are now the prineinal lamUiolderti in tlie p jighlworhood of 
the town, and more than one half uf the fivdnev honaea belong to thctm. On Siincf Ajra 
their equipages are to be seen ia every direction on the South Head and Para aatta 
Jtotdi, mukf Turifyhig the old adage about the beggar on horaobaeli» forgettl^ig too 
soon thoee eirtnmatanees la thel» Uf ea whieh oUier people ao provolnnglj re« 
aiMmher) and being aaiioos oatj la show tbe<f akin in %laahiug and driving over 
thoae very roads, whieh femerlyi perhaps, lasay of them were employed in 
MMkiag/'-iiaM 164. 

** Bnt the female eonviets sie even worse than the msle» inssmnch as thev are 
waAe, of nfdeioity, and far want of better, the houaehold servanta of the familfea in 
Hew 8o«th Wales sad Vaa Piemen's Laml, and to a great ^itent the nuraea, com* 
psAlens, sad guardians of their inAml ehiidran* Onlj taink ef being eompelled to 
seleet ear toale domastles IVoia the sweepings ef Tsnple Bsr and Ludgate Hill st 
midnight r'-|Mige 44. . . ^ . 

*'Thne seemed, dsei a fjeshness snd gentility aboat the femalea of Revth Ana« 
ttalia» eenttasiing very nvMtraMy with the rabbisn of Sydney ) sad s person eoaiiag 
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fiom tit XiMtvitt oolonlet would not (ki\ tn b« itniek wHb t1i« tvptiior ruddintM, 
limplf'^ttjri «ud puTit; oi tht Booth Acttr/Utn dnmteli."— 1>.90. 

" Alter • Ic* ff oiperiDiico in Nav Soutli Wtlos and V«& Plemon't Land, and 
when onp i« aw.w from tboiti mtt tasar-houMii, iind eao aonteBipUt«» at a diiitanco, 
tlio l0por-li> I gnantUooit aaa dofonDity of oonfiot iodotr in tliopo oobmioa, tht 
frioD Jii of Bovtn Aottralift mar congratahta tbalaielraa with tho bigboft aatisfao* 



tio-j, thiit tbo Aoral vinu* of ooBtamuiatioHi U for ortr oxehidod fimn tbeir ihor oa 
t>jej mtj go on tboli we j reio^eing, and «afl d'iwn btoiiinM on the boada of (boon 
•/ood men wbo £rat ftamoi*. tbo oonatitntion of tbo now ooionji and to wbmn tbo/ 
•TO ao dtfiplr bidi^ibtod t'or a riddanoo of aueb n poatiliineo.**-«fago II. 

" It ia to DO bo»od» tborofaro» tbat tbo bacml oxampio or oonviota and oondv* 
tibnn from wbiob tbo now oolon j of Sontb AnaMlin la bapptly oo firoo» will ba dnlj 
appradatod bj tbo lottlom tboro. It eoTota a aarltitndo of ^oetiona to tbo noir 
prorinoo $ for tbaot o«n bo ourod— tbo otbor no*«*'*M.pagt 5t« 

On ptge 136» Mr. Jnmei ebhiblti t iUtem«Di of IIm (Ofeniroeiit 
•xpeom of Sydneji for the yetr 1838» Md eoloaial wnyi and metnn 
to meet them. Oiift ium is *^ Cttstcoft* duties on epiritt, MO^OOOZ. i 
enotliei^'* lioeneei for fetiit liquofii lO^OOOl*** He id^it 'VSnch n 
budget b highly crediuble U> io imtll i^ eolony /* Very creditadiley Mr. 
Jtmesi 
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STEPHENS'S HISTORY OP SOOTH AOIfrRALIA. 

Just published^ in 1 ?ol. ^fo., Second Edition» iUuttmted with Mips and 

Drawings, price Bt. doth, 

THE HISTORY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA ; 

Including; particulars descripti?e of its iioil| climalei alioriginal inhabitants* 
Q«tural produc^fbnsi &c.» and proofs olf its superiority to the o<b'^r British 
Colonies ; eriibracir^ also a full account of the South Austraiiao Companj^ 
with hints to the Tarions classes of eniijnints, and numerojis letcers from 
•ettlers concerning wages, proTisions» tlieir satisfaction with, the Colonj, lee. 
ac. By JOHN STEPHENS. 

TBK POLLOWJIfO IRt SOMB Cf TSS OPIMIOKS Of Tilt PItBSS ^— 

rFrom the Aiiai.] 

A second edition of a workTuU.of falu&ble practical detailii, and indispen- 
sable to the emigrant who selects South Australia as the sc^ne of hb ex- 
patriation. 

[From Bf//'t WewMw Me$9efigtr.] 

Tliis ii a second edition of a work which is exceedingly useful to f*"' t large 
ciass of persons to whom it is addressed— the 'tmigranta in search \)i sftttlo- 
ments in other lands. It appears to us one of the best practical works of tho 
kind. 

[From the Sun.} 

As this work, wli*ch is wholl) of a practical characteri has reached a second 
edition, any comment from us, in the way of either praise or censure^ is super* 
tluous ; sufiice it, therefore, to state that Mr. Stephen? is e uniform panegyrist 
of tha new Australian colony, and brings an immense mass of eric* once to beta 
upon and justify his good opinion. 

[From the Oriental Htrald.] 
^ Notwithstanding the efident bias entertained by Mr. Stephens as to the 
superiority of ihiii colony to that of any other in Australia, his book may safely 
be taken as an excellent gufde by all parties who haro emigration to that part 
of the world in vier/* It enters into details which are most ust* ful, and which 
we consUutly regret to find wanting in books professing similar objects to the 
one before us* 

IFtom *he Spectator.'] 
[-embracing book than * Six Months in Australia.' 
It may be recommended as an indur rious, pains-taking, and ftiir compilation, 
where neither difficulties nor dmwbacks are OTcrlooked ; a merit tne more 
conspicuous for its rarity, as emigrana are apt to take too hopeful a view f>f 
their * Land of Promise.* The author seems to have consulted every aecessihie 
souxe of ioformatidn — ^pamphlets, prospectuses, Acts of Parliament, books of 
travels, and l<Kters from emigraots— as well as to have pored over the archives 
in the oftces of the South Australian Commissioneri and South Australian 
Company; and what is equally important, he has tested what he has read. 
He t'lU 'he story of the nnsurcessful attempti to found the Colony, and its 
history from the foundation to tlie ^latest nhrivals;'* describes the plan and 
objects of the South Australain Company : and aAer giving an account of the 
soil, climate, rivers, harbours, rroductions, and so forth, devotes several chap- 
ters to each of the various soDjects which can have any interest for the in- 
tending emigrant. 

[From the CAWt/Jaft.lii?0cafc.] * 
It is undoubtedly tho rulleit and fairest work 6n the subject It contains in- 
formation on every question which (he intending etnigrant can desire to be made 
acquainted with, and that of the most recent dato. Adopting a methodical 
arrangement well calculated to assist the inqnir^r, Mr. Stephens has explored 
every public source of knowledge, and digested whatever was essential to his 
purpose ; besides which, he appeara to have had access to some sources not 
opea to any otherwriter. He has sttered clear of boUi parties which have been 



